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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 





The British steamer Columbia left Liverpool on 
the 4th ult. for Boston, via Halifax. She experienced 
severe gales and heavy weather. On the 18th a shaft 
broke, which obliged her to use sails instead of her 
engines until the 24th on entering the port cf Halifax 
when her starboard engine was brought into use in 
aid of her sails. ‘The Unicorn immediately left Ha- 
lifax with the letters and 59 of the passengers; she 
brought, amongst them Mr. Cunard, for Boston, where 
they arrived on the 26th. 

London dates are to the 3d and Liverpool to the 
4th ult. Nothing material in the political line, nor 
anything encouraging in the commercial] line. Money 
was accumulating on hand, and the Bank of England 
was seeking six months paper at 4 per cent. per an- 
num. Their circulation was £17,402,000 on the Ist 
February, being an increase of £770,000 since Feb- 
ruary 1841. The country banks circulation had di- 
minished over one million in the same period. 


great disadvantages, as compared with the neighbor- 
ing countries of Europe, in respect to the trade in 
wheat and flour, occasioned by the working of the 
sliding duties, which operates to the prejudice of 
every country in proportion to its distance, and that 
she is not, in fact, but only nominally, placed on the 
footing of the most favored nations. 

That a moderate fixed duty on wheat and flour 
would materially benefit the trade between the two 
countries, and lead to an extension of the exports of 
our industry. . 
| That the domestic manufactures of the United 
| States have greatly increased during the last few 
years, which we, in great part, attributed to our own 
restrictive policy. 

That the whole subject of the tariff is on the eve 
of being taken up and discussed in congress, when it 
is to be feared that, unless we relax our system, re- 
taliatory measures may be adopted. 

- That the present time, when a measure is under 
the consideration of your honorable house for an al- 





introduction of such modifications as may tend to in- 
crease our trade with the United States of America, 
and by the enactment of which the double purpose 
may be effected of conciliating their friendly feel- 
ings and advaning the interests of our commerce and 
manufactures. 


house will substitute a fixed duty for the sliding scale, 


teration in the corn laws, is most favorable for the | 


Your petitioners therefore pray that your honorable | 


—_ Sees: ---—— 


the treaty, with only one exception, scarely any de- 
viation had been made from that already existing. 

By the treaty of 1831 a mutual right of search was 
fully recognised, and by that of 1833 the equipment 
articles furnished sufficient ground of capture, and 
afforded prima fucie evidence of guilt. The only ad- 
dition made by the new treaty was an extension of 
the latitudes within which the former treaties were 
to apply, and although this treaty should not be in 
force with regard to France, these former treaties 
would remain in full operation within the restrictive 
space to winch they referred. He need not more 
particularly allude to the causes which had operated 
with the French government, but he might say that 
they were such as to render it impossible to suppose 
that affairs would long remain as they now stood, and 
he might express a confident hope that the treaty 
would be shortly ratified by that power. 

Lord Brougham said that he, with the rest of the 
people of this great country, had heard with the 
deepest regret the announcement, which had been 
now repeated by the noble earl, of the temporary 
| postponement, as he sincerely hoped it would be, 
‘of the ratification of this important treaty. He, 
‘like the noble earl, would carefully abstain from 
| saying one word which might nave a tendency to in- 
crease any of the obstacies which existed toward a 
consummation which all the parties were most anx- 
ous to secure. 

But he would take leave to add to what the noble 








as most conducive to the benefit of commerce gene- 


United States of America; but that, in any event, 
such a measure may be devised, either by extending 
the time for taking the averages, or by allowing a 
longer period, during which the duty shall be charg- 
ed on the shipments from America or otherwise, as 





Farl had said that, if in any quarter whatever there 


rally, and especially as respects the trade with the | prevailed a suspicion that there lurked beneath the 
‘ardent and universal desire of the people of this 


country, of all classes and of all descriptions, to see 
_this important treaty ratified, and its provisions hon- 
estly and faithfully fulfilled—to see the infernal slave 
traffic effectually put down—any sinister motive, or 


The | may place the trade with that country on as favora-| fancy, or imagination, that thereby or therethrough 


bullion on hand is over £5,000,000, and from the | ble a footing as that with more neighboring coun-| might be secured any extension of any maritime 


state of exchanges, the amount must increase largely 
during the spring. Trade in the mean time is ex- 
ceedingly dull and safe paper of course is scarce. 
Plenty of money was to be had on deposite of English 
stocks at 3 per cent. The flow of specie into the 
country is secured by their vigilant eye to protecting 
their own industry and insuring adequate prices for 
their own products. Sir Robert Peel’s corn law pro- 
ject was sustained by a large ministerial majority. 
Mr. Villier’s amendment was voted down by a majo- 
rity of 303 votes. . 
Cotton had declined 1-8d 
fered at that reduction. 
Flour is 28 to 30s. per barrel and nominal at that. 
Tobacco had declined 1-4 per pound and without 
purchasers. 
In American stocks the only actual transactions 


were sales of $100,000 Pennsylvania fives at 471 2a| 
48 and a small amount at 50, and $100,000 Ohio sixes, | 


of 1550, at 60. We annex the quotations of the 3d, 
of the principal American securities: 


New York fives 72; Pennsylvania fives 47 1-2 a 50; | lition of the slave trade, he regretted to have to in-| 
Ohio sixes 60; Indiana and Illinois sterling bonds 25; | form the house that the French ratification of this | 


Louisiana fives 60; Maryland sterling bonds 55; U. 
S. bank 20s. 


From India the news was rather gloomy for the | precise time at which the ratification by that power | to the usual practice 
British. Nothing later from China than we have’ might be expected. Their lordships might be aware | 


received direct from thence. A large armament is 
fitting out from England for that direction, which 
— activity in branches for army and navy sup- 
plies. 

lhe course of the ministry had given great disaf- 
fection in the interior. Numerous meetings were 


held—strong resolutions adopted, and in some places | 


Sir Robert Peel had been burnt in effigy. 

The American Chamber of Commerce at Liver- 
pool had addressed a petition to the house of com- 
mons in which they represent—That the whole 
amount of imports from the United States in Great 
Britain is paid for by exports, the chief value of 
which is derived from the labor, industry and skill of 
our fellow countrymen, 


That experience has shown that the only limit to 


the demand for our manufactures in the U. States is | 


their ability to pay 
their soil. . 

That sound policy requires that every possible fa- 
cility should be given to such important customers, 
by which the produce of their country may be ex- 
changed for the iudustry of our own. 


That the United States of 
Vou. XUl—Sic. 5. America labor under 


per pound and freely a 


for them in the productions of | 


| tries.” 

| There is terrible work in Ireland. 

| ribbon conspiracy has been discovered. 
| On the 2d March all sir Robert Peel's resolutions 
for the regulation of his new scale of duties on the 
| importation of wheat, oats aud barley, were adopted, 
and a bill was ordered to be prepared in accordance. 
|  Emigretion to America. It is mentioned in the 
| Edinburgh Guardian that vast numbers of destitute 
‘people are seeking the opportunity to emigrate to 
| this country. So great are their privations at Stock 
| port that some are even going tothe continent. The 
mass of those persons are described as ‘‘the flower of 
, our [the British] mechanics, men in the prime of life, 


full of energy and the knowledge of their respective 
| } ” 
| professions. 


IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS, Fes. QI]. 

Treaty fcr the suppression of the slave trade. 
The earl of Aberdeen said that, laying on the table 
'atreaty, signed by the representatives of the five 
| great powers of Europe, for the more effectual abo- 


A tremendous 


treaty had not been executed with that of other pow- | 


|ers. Nor was he enabled to inform the house the 


‘of the causes which had produced this decision on 
|the part of the French government, and which his 
'majesty the king of the French had thought furnish- 
‘ed reasons sufficient to justify the suspension of this 
| ratification. He felt it to be his first duty to abstain 
from saying or doing any thing which could possibly 
increase the difficulties which existed, or throw any 
additional obstacles in the way of the satisfactory ter- 
mination of this business. 

The protocol, at the desire of the French power, 
(as we understood the noble earl), still remained open 
and its execution by that power might yet be looked 
‘for. He might as well explain to the house the situ- 
| ation in which the other powers would be left by the 
‘course which had been taken. The treaties with 
| France of 1831 and 1833 remained in full foree and 
effect. Indeed, the treaty at present under conside- 
ration was originated on that of 1833, which bound 
England and France to propose to the other great 
powers to accede to the treaty into which they had 
entered, and it was principally with a view of obtain- 
ing the perfect union of the five great powers that 








the present treaty was undertaken, and not with a 
| view to the introduction of any new terms; for in 


|right, or of any general right of search, or might be 


fortified any claim or desire to increase the maritime 
| power of this country, or to accomplish any object 
or farther any view whatever, except the prevention 
of the African slave trade, there never entered into 
the mind of man a more complete or absolute delu- 
| sion. 
| He would venture to say that in no quarter—neither 
on the part of the government, nor of those opposed 
to the government, nor in any branch of either, nor 
in the mind of any one man in the whole of this em- 
'pire—had there ever existed any idea whatever, as 
connected with this subject, save and except that of 
| securing the prevention of the slave trade, and that 
the right of search was connected with any subject 
| or consideration, except that, never entered into the 
' mind of any human being of the twenty-five millions 
| who inhabited the British empire. [Hear, hear.] 
| Sir Robert Peel made a statement siniilar to Lord 
| Aberdeen’s, in laying the treaty on the table of the 
| House of Commons. ’ 
| Viscount Palmerston hoped that the ratification of 
this treaty by France would not be delayed. The 
| refusal to ratify a treaty, concluded by an ambassa- 
with his instructions, was contrary 
of governments. 
FRANCE. 

A letter from the correspondent of the Times, da- 
ted at Paris, Feb. 20, says that a council of ministers 
was to be held that day at the Chateau of the Tuile- 
‘ries, under the presidency of the king, at which the 
| protest of the American minister against the ratifica- 
‘tion would be discussed. 
| <A great sensation was created in the French capi- 
talon Wednesday morning, by the announcement of 
the London papers that the slave treaty had been 
ratified without the participation of France. At first 
the intelligence was not believed, because the Presse, 
ministerial journal, declared that the ratification had 
not taken place; but when the report of the proceed- 
ings of both houses of parliament were made known, 
all doubts were set at rest, and the public began to 
take an interest in the affair. The funds fell nearly 
half per cent, and people seem to consider that the 
situation of France was nearly similar to that of 1840, 
when the great powers had concluded a treaty with- 
‘out her. The word isolement was again heard at 
every side, and a great soreness was manifested by 
all who discussed the question. 

The. Paris papers of Friday are much taken up 
with the treaty for the suppression of the slave trade, 
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Ther contend that England has been much lowered | been anticipated from the presence of the military. | and we had better fortune than many in 
Pher dignity hy the-adroitréss ch fhe Freteh cov-1 The Militarvforcee Was not large? than was necessary i ti rT eces: 

ernment in repedinung a treaty to which she was al for the proce tion o1 Lhe 2oods ol the mercnants ircm 


party. Some of them (the ‘National, for exanipie) 
assert, however, that M. Guizot was resolved on 


quest, the protocol had been left open. 

Much excitement prevailed respecting the issue of 
the debute on the quintuple treaty for the suppression 
of the slave trade, which Manguin brought on in the 
Chamber of Deputies on Monday. M. Guizot, in 
reply, said thatthe crown had made known to its 
ambassador in London, that it could not ratify the 
treaty, and that it could not take any engagement for 
the future. The French ambassador had been au- 
thorised to negotiate for modifications in the treaty, 
and the powers had declared that the treaty would 
remain open for the future signature of France, 
Without any fixed term. This was the plain and 
simple state of the affair. 

A rumor is current that the French government 
has discovered a new and formidable plot against 
the lives of the king of the French and his family, 
and that, in consequence, there were extraordinary 
precautions to guard the Tuileries and various en- 
trances thereto. The army will, it is said, be im- 
mediately strengthened by the enlistment of 5,000 
men. 

A marriage between the Princess Imperial of Rus- 
sia and the Duke de Bordeaux has been fina!ly de- 
termined on by the ex-royal family of France and 
the Emperor Nicholas. This alliance is said to be 
the main cause of the bad understanding which at 
present subsists between the courts of the Tuilleries 
and St. Petersburgh. 


SPAIN. 

Many of the Carlist chiefs were on the frontier, 
and active measures were on foot to put down an 
anticipated insurrection, and the Regent, it was un- 
derstood, would be fully prepared to maintain his 
government. Further than this there is no news of 
moment. 


PORTUGAL. 


A party in favor of Don Pedro’s charter fully 
succeeded in their movement. Ministers endeavor- 
ed in vain to suppress the outbreak, and then resign- 
ed. A chartist cabinet was formed, the Duke of 
Terceira having been summoned by the Queen. 


TEXAS AND MEXICO. 


Thomas Falconer, the Englishman who accom- 
panied the expedition to Santa Fe, and who was li- 
caeted on the demand of Mr. Packenham the Bri- 
tish minister at Mexico, writes the following letter 
published in the New Orleans Bee of the 11th. 

Sin—Mr. Kendall joined the expedition at Austin 
as a guest. He was not enrolled and was not subject 
to any military orders. He also had a passport, which 
he frequently produced upon the route, which au- 
thorised him to enter Mexico and Santa Fe. This 
passport he obtained at New Orleans and it was 
signed by the Mexican consul in that city. He was 
with the party, consisting of five, which was not 
captured. The reason of his being with this party 
was, that Colonel Cooke anticipated difficulties, and 
knowing that he had a passport, thought that it would 
enable him to remove from the scene of any hostili- 
ties that might occur. At the time of his capture Mr. 
Kendall had certainly not exhibited any hostile in- 
tentions, by any act that he had previously done. He 
was on his road to Santa Fe, and when he reached 
that place, if he had been permitted to proceed so 
far, might have, and probably would have conformed 
to the law of Mexico by presenting his passport to 
the local Mexican authorities. 

When Mr. Kendall was captured, his companions 
exhibited a white flag and were assured that they 
would not be made prisoners. This assurance was 
not fulfilled. They were made prisoners, and Mr. 
Kendall’s passport was taken from him. He was 
entitled to be permitted to return to Colonei Cooke, 
or, upon the authority of his passport to have left 
his companions and to have pursued his journey to 
Santa Fe, without interruption. If he was witha 
hostile party, he hada right to return—if not—to 

roceed. His fate, if he returned, might ultimately 
et been that of the party with Cooke, but the pos- 
sibility, that a man who bears a flag of truce, may 
subsequently be shot in battle, is no justification for 
killing him when having the flag in hishand. Among 
Indians such an eimblem of peace is respected. But 
at all events, it is a criminal act, first to profess a 
respect for it,and then to violate the protection 
which it was recognized to afford. 

The secret instructions of the commissioners who 


the attacks of larzer, i beheve 
“military force which accompanied the early 
ratifying the treaty when freed from the control of | expeditions to Santa Fe. 

the present chamber, with which object, at his re-| 
prisoner, left San Miguel upen October 17th. He 
_had been detained at San Miguel for nearly a month 


judians; nor larver, i beheve, than ihe | 
lissouri | 


Lt 


The party with whom Mr. Kendall travelled, as a 


previously. On the evening of the 23d he reached 
Valeira. ‘he next morning a man by the name of 
Ernest, died from exhaustion. He had suffered much 
from the Jong marches of the previous days. His 
ears were cut off to be presented by our captain to 
his superior officer as evidence that the man had not 
escaped, and this barbarous proceeding occurred in 
every instance, on the road, either of natural deuth, 
or of murder. } 

About a mile from Valencia, a Texan volunteer of 
the name of McAlister was shot. It is said, that his 
sister married a son of the Jate chief justice Marshal. 
He was lame, and unable from fatigue and exhaus- 
tion to walk at the same pace as most of the other 
men. Captain Demasio Salazar, who had the charge 
of the party, called Mr. G. Van Ness to him and di- 
rected him to go to the rear ard to inform all who 
were behind, that if they did not immediately over- 
take the other prisoners, he would order them to be 
shot, and that a sergeant and four men had been 
ordered to the rear, for this purpose. When Mr. G. 
Van Ness was in the act of complying and had not} 
completed the whole order, the sergeant and his men | 
came up. The sergeant asked McAlister “why he 
did not go faster?” He replied “that he was not able, 
for his feet were very sore.” He was almost instantly 
shot through the head. His ears were cut off, his 
blanket and his pantaloons taken from him and his 
body left on the road. 

Upon the 30th of October we reached Hay Cristo- 
val. At night there was a severe snow storm. None 
of us had more than one blanket, and in the morning 
there was more than two inches of snow upon us. 
Here commenced what is called the march of the 
Grand Jornada. It is so called, from there being no | 
water the whole distance and the difficulty with 
which it is performed. We moved off at noon of the 
3ist and our march continued the whole night.— 
There was a hait for about an hour and a half in the 
morning, when the march again commenced and was 
continued throughout the day, and with the exception 
of about three hours, throughout the whole night, 
and until about 10 o’clock the next morning. During 
the whole time no provisions or water were given to 
the men. It was about 7 o’clock of the last night, 
that Golphin, amerchant, was shot. He had long 
been sick and had been carried on the sick wagon, 
as it was called, nearly the whole distance from the 
River Quintufue to San Miguel, that is, from Sep- 
tember 18 to October 12. He continued sick and in- 
firm until the time of his death. He obtained per- 
mission of one of the Mexican soldiers to ride, and 
was in the act of taking off his shirt to pay for this 
favor, when some soldiers came up. One of them 
fired at and wounded him. He ran some yards, cry- 
ing out to have his life spared, when another soldier 
shot him dead. 

Griffith was killed the same night wtth Golphin. 
He had been permitted to ride in the wagon during 
the day, upon account of sickness. His brains were 
knocked out by a soldier, but we do not know what 
occurred previous to his being killed. 











Gates was another sick soldier. He caught cold 
‘soon after leaving San Miguel, which was followed 
iby a very severe inflammation of the lungs <A few 
‘minutes before his death, a soldier presented at him 
|a musket, and snapped it in his face, laughing at the 
|painful effect it produced. His body was thrown 
jinto the bushes. There was another man of the| 
iname of Gates with us, a Cornishman, who is alive. | 
These were the horrible scenes that were accom- 
panied with a loss of life; but there were other scenes 
‘connected with this march, of a longer duration, and 
‘of the mest painful kind. For many days no food | 
was distributed, and on some days only two heads of | 
/corn were given to each man. Such articles of dress 
‘as the men could with decency spare, they exchanged | 
| upon the road for subsistence. The cold was so great | 
that the loss of what they parted with, added to their | 
| sufierings. 
| Mexico, had, at the Rio Galena, caused them to be | 
| stripped of their coats and waistcoats, and their se-| 
cond blankets to be taken from them. They had not, | 











General Armigo, the governor of New| 


‘therefore, sufficient clothing to protect them from) 


ithe severity of the weather. Their shoes were worn) 
‘out; their feet were blistered; they were exhausted | 
| by fatigue; many were almost naked; those not broken 


accompanied the expedition, and who, it is stated,|down were under the apprehension of being killed; 
were to treat with the inhabitants of New Mexico,!and in this lame, miserable and suffering condition | 
upon matters of trade, were not seen by Mr. Kendall they reached Santiago. Myself and some few others 
or known to him. Their character could not have 'were not deprived of our coats; we had good shoes, 
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THOMAS FALCONER. 

Mexico, Februaay 10, 1842. 

Presipent Hovusron’s 
Proclamation—to the citizens of Texas. 

My countrymen: Rumours have been broucht 
from the southwestern frontier of invasion. Parti- 
culars have not been furnished to the executive.— 
The‘facts are sufficient to justify immediate prepa- 
ration for defensive war. All who are subject to 
military duty are commanded to be in readiness to 
repair equipped to the scene of action, at the call of 
the authorities of the country. Jt is ordered that 
the colonel of each county, for the present, lay off the 
county into company beats, and direct the election 
of captains and subalterns, and arrange the members 
of each company in three classes, agreeably to the 
class in which they may draw. When drafts may 
take place, the colonels of the different counties shal! 
have authority and power to accept efficient substi- 
tutes into service. 

Each man will be required in the event of a call, 
by the president, to report himself, furnished with 
good arms, eight days provision, and one hundred 
rounds of ammunition, and prepared for three months 
service from the time when they may report at the 
head quarters of the army. 


In the event of a formidable invasion, it is need- 
less to appeal to the patriotism an. valor of ‘Texians. 
They have won liberty and independence by their 
undaunted heroism—they have enjoyed the blessings 
of freedom—they are proud of their national char. 
acter! 

If invasion should press upon us, we are required 
by every sacred obligation to family, friends and 
country, to repel our invaders with diScomfiture and 
dismay. If war should come upon us, we will make 
it our business. We will be authorised to meet and 
pursue our enemies with vengeance. They have 
forgotten the generosity with which they were treat- 


.ed when they were placed at the footstool of ‘Texian 


mercy! They were saved when even humanity 
would have justified retributive vengeance! Should 
Mexico again disregard the principles of civilized 
and honorable warfare,.they shall feel that avenging 
arm that shall take of them full recompense for op- 
pression and cruelty! ‘Texians can and will be free! 
‘They would prefer death to degradation, or the loss 
of their independence. SAM. HOUSTON. 

Galveston, March 10, 1842. 

LETTER OF Presipent Hovsron. 
Galveston, March 11, 1542. 
To P. Edmunds, Consul at New Orleans. 

Sir: It is probable that you will find in New Or- 
leans and other parts of the United States great ex- 
citement arising out of the late movements of Mexi- 
co against Texas. If any should be anxious to voi- 
unteer in rendering assistance to our republic, it wiil 
be your duty to have it made known, and if any 
should emigrate it will be required for each emigrant 
to bring with him a good rifle or musket, with a car- 
touch box, or shot pouch and powder hora, with at 
least one hundred rounds of ammunition, a good 
knapsack and six months clothing, and enter service 
for six months subject to the laws of ‘Texas. ‘They 
must be landed, for the present, at some point west 
of the Brasos, with eight days provision. Ne num- 
ber less than fifty six in companies weil organised 
will be received, and on landing, each commandant 


| will report to the secretary of war for orders. 


We can bring into the field at least ten thousand 
men, and in case of emergency we could raise filteen 
thousand. ' 

‘(he war will not be of long duration. 
can force can long sustain itseif in Texas. 

The indignation of ‘Il'exians will not tolerate the 


No Mesxi- 


| pollution of their soil by the footsteps of their ser- 


vile invaders. 

Mexico has made the war and has provoked the 
indignation of all those who have regarded her san- 
guinary cruelty aud matchless periidy, since the Ala- 
mo was first besieged. 

Let Mexico look out fer the recompense of her 
iniquities. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

SAM. HOUSTON, President. 

The citizens of Galveston representing the feel- 
ings of their common country have deputed Messrs. 
Watrous, Megginson and Jones, to communicate 
with their friends here, and to devise such measures 
as may be found practicable. ‘These gentlemen will 
address their views to the community of New Or- 
leans and the citizens of the United States-in the 
papers of the city. 

Emigrants who wish to remove to Texas at this 
time must come thus prepared, as none other would be 
of use to the defence of the country, nor will they be 
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received. There isa greater scarcity of arms and! 
munitions of wa F Texas. Were men 

+, come in great qaumbers to the country without he- 

ing in a condition to act efficiently, and well provid. | 
ed. it would only encumber the country, without any other | 
effect than to destroy the substance of those who would be 

necessary to sustain and defend the nation. 


MARIANO ARISTA, 
General of division, commander-in-chief of the northern 
army of the republic cf Mexico. 
TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 

I feel it my duty to address you, so as you should 
commence to examine into the situation of the coun- 
try in which you hold properties, some legally and 
others by circumstances. 

The Mexican nation will never consent to the se- 
paration of that territory; the civil wars in which 
she has been engaged constantly have been the cause 
of your precarious position, and gave an opportunity 
for revolutionary men to compel you to constitute 
yourself as an independent nation. 

The departments composing the nation of which 
Texas is an indisputable property, will never ac- 
knowledge you as such. I therefore solemnly de- 
clare, in the name of the nation and the supreme 
government, that she is determined to recover her 
rights through the only means left to her, viz: per- 
suasion or war. 

Time has elapsed since I have been in command 
of the army which defends this frontier; and my con- 
duct, no doubt, makes it known that the war which 
has been and shall be carried on is that permitted 
among civilized men; that noble war which humani- 
ty and philosophy have modified, to distinguish it | 
from that which was carried on by the barbarians of | 
the middle age. 

Hostilities will be directed, not against all the in- 
habitants of Texas, but only against those who sus- 
tain and fight to maintain that nationality, that inde- 
pendence which my country will never admit. No 
one need fear; every honest and industrious citizen 
who wiJl submit and obey the legitimate Mexican 
authorities may be perfectly at ease. He that re- 
mains such, and does not take up arms against the | 
Mexican troops, shall and will be respected, his pro- 
periy guarantied and defended, his person protected, 
without being molested in the least. 

Inhabitants of Texas! reflect and consider your in-’ 
terests—examine how colossal and impracticable is 
the enterprise which you have been led into by those 
who govern you. See the inconvenience, calculate 
the elements you have, and you wiil see clearly your 
sure ruin, if you continue in the actual state of 
things. 

Texas, lying between the United States of Ameri- 
ca, an industrious nation, in a rapid progression, and 
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Mexico, that will never permit your emancipation, 
you shall have to compete on one side with the agri-| 
culture and industry of a country abounding in ele-| 
ments to sell cheaper in the markets: and, on the | 
other side, the difficulties of a war that Mexico can- 
not forbear making against you until she recovers 
her rights. 

How can you imagine to progress thus? In what 
manner can you secure your tranquillity, without 
Which no enterprise can be carried through, and 
your hearts can enjoy no peace? a 

If your produce is sent to the United States mar- 
ket, it 1s certain that you cannot compete with those | 
who carry on an immense trade in that country free | 
of charges, without any risk, and respected by the 
other nations. If sent ‘to Europe, still it must come |! 
oe same Jevel of prices at which the United | 
ous afford to sell. And are these advantages on 
nett the risks that are suffered in Texas from 
nal (rear titee from excessive contributions, 
will pms . os certainty of hostilities which Mexico 
prepa . os you, and desirous to recover her 
ahaa i ow can you imagine to establish your- 
What’ ee progress over such a heap of difficulties? 
tulsgeic en can gain will be the ruin of your for- 
your fellos J ous sons cruelly murdered by the savage, 
culaiiiadl per er a prey to the insalubrity of those 
* dinguaelae in danger of losing a property which 

™ rides ‘Be powerful nation, with unquestiona-_ 
dbedienia - ae will sooner or later reduce to her | 
theiabeien on epartment. Many have believed | 
of Texan ree ney + by force the acknowledgment | 
densi on ae be 1e Mexieans; but those who so think | 
er of hb y ~~ the elements of wealth and pow- | 
always Sg ie; and they calculate that there will | 
Pr ~ a concourse of circumstances such as| 
18! © which occasioned the retreat of the army in. 

836. Men of sense must know that what is ima-' 
va by those is quite impossible. 
their eal wtavend Seeets a san en sag Oo 
ing the national teat yees re republic, acknow —) 








ness attending the war that is preparing; and would 
have a market where to expend your produce, with 
whieh. you could make larze fortunes in a few years. 

Tie cotton exported by Texian farmers sells in 
New Orleans at ]1 cents per pound, and this is the 
highest price it brings. Most certainly they could 


sell it quickly in the harbors of the republic for 25 
eents per pound, having no duty to pay. Being mem- | 


bers of the Mexican nation, the fruits of national 
industry are free of duties. 

The progress of Texas asa department would be 
so rapid that it would make the happiness of her in- 
habitants. Enjoying the protection of a government 


acknowledged by all nations, they would not be un-| 
der the obligation of supporting either army or riavy.— 


The general government would _provide for her de- 
fence with regard to the savage tribes, and they only 
should occupy themselves in their own business and 
welfare. 

At present, the fears which in 1835 influenced in 
Texas for the revolution do not exist. 


will give a liberal constitution, that will rule this na- 


tion, full of elements of wealth, and with all the: 


probabilities of being soon one of the most powerful 
on the globe. 

Texas can obtain considerable benefits by reject- 
ing the flattering ideas of being an independent na- 
tion—that Juxury which of itself is nothing—ap- 
pointing her deputies, dismissing that revolutionary 
governinent, and coming to serve her part in the re- 


generation of the republic, to derive many advan- | 


tages, owing to her distance, class of population, and 
circumstances. 

Inhabitants of Texas! meditate well; see what 
suits you best, and decide whether you contemn all 
blessings, to select al! evil, for only the pride and 
fancy of appearing as an independent nation. 

My conciliatory character is well known. The 
enlightened century we live in, and its progress, re- 
quire that men should be guided by conviction. The 
force of arms only offers lamentable results; but rea- 


son, that sublime gift that the Omnipotent gave to | 


human beings, allows triumphs, without mourning 
for the loss of useful hands or shedding of blood. 

These are the sentiments which my heart deeply 
cherishes, and which are without doubt engraved on 
the noble souls of the Mexicans, showing to you the 
policy of the present cabinet, who, at the same time 
that she tenders the olive of peace and concord with 
one hand, shall direct with the other the sword of 
justice against the obstinate. 

I request the honest and frugal men of Texas— 
those who own property, and those who love their 
wives and children, to meditate seriously, and to de- 
cide their fate by an unanimous act, reproving actual- 
ly that government, changing for a future positive 
happiness that despair and sadness which their situa- 
tion affords to the view. 

I have deemed it convenient to address you thus, 
and offer you to pursue a noble and magnanimous 
conduct towards the docile inhabitants, as well as an 
energetic and constant one towards those who will 
not understand reason. MAREANO ARISTA. 

Hlead-quarters, at Monterey, January 9, 1842. 


Extract of a letter from Gen. A. S. Johnson, of 

the Texian army to Gen. Hamilton, dated 
Galveston, March 11, 1842. 

“Your apprehension of the dangers which menac- 
ed this country and which we discussed on our route 
to Austin was well grounded, as I believed at that 
time. Qur country is now invaded by a numerous, 
well organized and well appointed army under the 
command ef Gen. Arista. 
and thus far without opposition. On the 5th he en- 
tered the town of San Antonio, and on the 7th they 
took possession of the town of Victoria. This indi- 
cates the movement of two columns, I presume to be 
united before they reach the. Colorado, if so, it is a 
very judicious arrangement. 

The war, after great preparation on the partof the 
enemy, is upon us, without the slightest effort hav- 
ing been made by us. Our people are however turn- 
ing out well and hastening westward, for the pur- 
pose of concentrating to meet the enemy, and not- 
withstanding every advantage has been given, we 
rely upon the energy and courage of our people to 
achieve most brilliant results. 

I shall leave here to-morrow to join our army, and 
shall take great pleasure in communicating events as 
they transpire. 

With the hope that your numerous friends may 
again have the pleasure of greeting your arrival on 
our shores, I beg leave to tender you my sincere re- 
gards. A. SIDNEY JOHNSON. 

Gen. James Hamilton. 

We sincerely regret to add that among the prison- 
ers taken at San Antonio, were Mr. Jno. D. Morris, 


A free con- | 
gress, elected with popularity, is about meeting, and» 


_ yourself. 
_ weil aware of the spotless integrity of Don Antonio 


Lopez de Santa Anna, president of the republic of 
Mexico, to have hazarded such an experiment on the 


His advance is rapid, | 





formation, which is obtained from private letters, has 
Gecasioned much anxiety for the fate of these gen- 
tlemen, among their numerous friends. 
Letrer or Genera Haminron. 
Charleston, South Carolina Murch 21, 1842. 
To his eaucellency Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, 
President of the Republic of Mexico. 
Sir: Although I have not had the honor to receive 


in manuscript the letter which you have addressed 
ime through the Gazettes of Mexico, under date of 


the 18th February, I feel too sensibly this distinction 
not to make my acknowledgements through a simi- 
lar medium. 

However gross the violation of confidence of 
which your excetlency has been guilty in publishing 
a letter marked confidential, (which seal you have 
yourself recognized) I will take no exception to your 


_employing the occasion of vaunting your own hones- 


ty and catering fora popularity of which you may 
stand greatly in need. 

When I offered you an indemnity of five millions 
of dollars for a pacification and boundary between 
the republics of Texas and Mexico, I acted-under a 
commission which was unrevoked by the govern- 
ment of the former, and under which I had negotiat- 
‘ed a treaty.of mediation with the government of her 
| Britannie*majesty providing for the payment of this 
sum for the same objects. The supplementary offer 
of two hundred thousand dollars for contingencies 
and secret service were to defray the cost of running 
the boundary line, the expenses of the respective le- 
gations, and for secret service. You are too disci- 
_plined a veteran in the politics of your own country 
/not to know the necessity and value of this last item. 
|Yet you have thought proper, it appears, to pay 
yourself the compliment of supposing that J design- 
_ed that this money should be insinuated as a bribe to 
I assure your excejlency that 1 am too 


virgin purity of your excellency’s honor. 
If your excellency can percieve ‘‘impudence and 


audacity” ina friendly offer of peace, and a pledge of 
|my exertions to induce a gallant people to pay five 
millions of dollars for a realm which they had already 


won by every title which a just revolution and a 
victorious sword could confer, I am quite content to 
suffer under the reproach of having less modesty 
‘than yourself, 

| After thus discorteously disposing of myself, your 
| excellency is pleased to lavish upon the people, to 
| whose merey and magnanimity you owe your life, 
the grossest abuse. In the course of which you say 
that there never was a more scandalous robbery than 
| the forcible possession of the territory of Texas by 
| its present settlers. Have you forgotten, sir, the 
icharter and guarantees under the faith of which 
Stephen Austin brought his colony into Texas, 
| which, in life, liberty and property, were so scanda- 
_tously violated by your own government, and this too 
/towards a man who resembled in the purity of his 
WwW : Cpe ° : 

life, and in the wisdom and moderation of his char- 
acter the venerated founder of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. These coloniesof the Anglo-American race 
were introduced to protect your own Mexican set- 
tlements from the hordes of Commanciic Indians, 
from whora, in spite of their vaunted bravery, your 
troops had so ingioriously fled. 

Are you not aware thatone of the causes of the 
revolution of Texas was your own usurpation, Your 
tyrannical overthrow of the constitution of 1823, and 
with it the federative system of which, as an integ- 
ral portion of the state of Coahuila, Texas, was a 
member? Have you forgotten that, by the establish- 
ment of a central despotism on the ruins of this syse 
tem you furnished to the citizens of Texas a stron- 
ger justification for revolution than is to be found in 
the causes which led to the resistance of the thir- 





\teen North American colonies to the injustice of 
'their parent state? 


After inviting the iniant Her- 
cules into your country, you attempted periidiously to 
stifle him in his cradie, and you have reaped the full 
harvest of the consequences. 

| You say,that when you commenced your memoe 
rable campaign, in 1836, it was illustrated by a series 
jaf victories until the occurrence of what you are 
pleased to term the unfortunate “accident” of San 
| Jacinto. Your victories, sir, if history is not a grea- 
|ter novelist than the most authentic of your bulle- 
| tins, consisted in your beleaguering, with a well ap- 
‘pointed army of three thousand men, a post defend- 
ed by some one hundred, who kept your entire force 
for several days at bay aud the capture of which 
found every man gloriously slaughtered at his post, 
and in the stij] more gallant achievement of murder 
ing in cold blood five hundred brave men under the 
unfortunate Fanning, who had laid down their arms 





tenia ai saaaes you might remove at once the’ son of the late Richard Morris, of Hanover, and Mr. | to a force of six times their number under the faith 
plague you; the disquietude and uneasi- Hancock Chevallie, formerly of Richmond. This in-' of a capitulation which even a horde of calmuc Tare 
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lhave respected. At San Jacinto you were Presbyterian parson, “have no courage to beast ef,” of his birth, was fixed upon for the oecasion, and 


fefeafed by the “accident,” of your having tore 

1 iwo ten to one Of band who were | 
ine benefactor to whom you owe your life, a 
the still more marvellous “accident” of his having 
killed, in your ranks, more than his whole force, and 
captured an amount-of prisoners that outnumbered 
the victors. ‘These, your excellency must admit are 
such remarkable accidents that neither Marshall 
Saxe in his reveries, nor the great Conde in his stra- 
tegy has made the slightest provision for their occur- 
rence. 

Your excellency, not content with affording me 
the instructive history of your campaigns, has been 
pleased to touch a chord which you knew well would 
vibrate most sensitively throughout the civilized 
world, when you are pleased to announce that one of 
the objects of your meditated crusade against Texas 
is to extirpate domestic slavery! Before you com- 
mence your march for this purpose, had you not bet- 
ter emancipate the miserable victims of compulsory 
labor in your own country,whoare slaves in every thing 
but.in the terms of nominal bondage, and who would 
be in a condition of qualified freedom, if they had 
half the temporal comforts of the blacks of ‘lexas? 
Do you suppose, that when debauched by power and 
are riding roughshod over the miserablewiciims of 
your own ambition and cupidity, you ¢amhoodwink 
and deceive any others than the vietims of fanati- 
cism who frequent Exeter Hall, to be plucked by tax 
gatherers more cormorant than your own excisemen 
athome. The flimsy expedient to gain popular fa- 
vor is really unworthy of the good sense of one of 
your disciplined knowledge of the world, and comes 
with a truly seasonable grace from a man of your 
known regard, to the value of human life and liberty. 

if your letter, sir, is commenced in the purple 
light of the aurora borealis, it concludes in thunder, 
darkness and defiance. Texas, with her 200,000 in- 
habitants, if she has even so many, is threatened with 
the very extremity of the vengeance of eight millions 
of the most gallant people under the sun. I take no 
exception to your arrogating for your subjects, even 
the ttle of the vanquishers of the conquerors of the 
world, or your disputing with the inhavitants of the 
celestial empire the largest possible manufacture of 
bombast. All thatI have to say is, that you had 
better make another experimental campaign, and 
perhaps the “accident” may this time turn the other 
way. Ican assure you, that although Texas begins, 
in her successful industry to blossom like the rose, 
you will find that you have a more stumpy road to 
travel than even during your Jast visit, however 
much that visit may have been illustrated by a series 
of brilliant victories! 


But laying badinage aside, let me in conclusion 
say one word to your excellency, in sober earnest. 
You are pleased to say that “Texas will find great 
advantage in covering herself with the Mexican 
flag”—and that I ‘‘who possess the talents of a 
Statesman” must think seriously of this step.” 1 
thank you, sir, for the compliment to myself. If I 
could lay any claim to the torecast of prophets who 
are so likely nevertheless to be at fault, 1 would, in 
reply, venture to give you counse]l—and that is, to 
make peace with ‘Texas with the least possible delay. 
The policy which I have recommended hitherto to- 
wards your country has been pacific, as every public 
man in Texas well knows. lor three years | have 
strenuously opposed an invasion of your territory.— 
My treaties in Europe have looked to a guarantee of 
the integrity of your soil under the faith of a public 
compact by which the respective boundaries between 
the two countries might be clearly ascertained. | 
deem this most consistent with the interests of the 
country that [ represented, and the cause of human- 
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ity—I desired that your people might be left free to| 


cultivate the arts of peace, and you to make every 
imaginable experiment in the amelioration of their 
moral condition. I am sure the people of Texas 
would have been content that you should have taken 
a constitution out of ‘every pigeon-hole of the cabi- 
net of the Abbe Sieyes,” from the*‘dry acidulous me- 
taphysics” of the German theorists, down to the self 
regulating political ethics of Robert Owen. 
knew that, to establish her own institutions and de- 
velope her resources, all that Texas wanted was a 
little breathing time. Elbow room she has enough. 

But you seem to have willed it differently, and to 
have decided that your young neighbor shal! fulfil 
her destiny some fifty years sooner than she other- 
wise would have done. In response to this determi- 
nation on your part, I believe there is but one senti- 
ment in the country which I have so recently left, 


es t . '- ‘ e 
ét L am‘sdre they will give you a cordial reception 
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; . ° r i aie *% P +¢ a. ae Be . . < 
In Consideration of those unrequtted ciaims to thet 


i 
ratitude whieh 


| since your last visit. 
As tothe humble individual who addresses you, 


‘although entitled to the honors of citizenship in| 


| Texas, it is not necessary that I should speak of my 
position. Wouldto God you had accepted the olive 
branch which, as her public minister, | offered you, 
in both the spirit of peace and friendship, and that 
you had humanely attempted to staunch the wounds 
of your own country, bleeding at every pore. You 
have, however, disdained this offer, in terms of the 
highest personal indignity to myself, and public af- 
front to the country. You accuse me of the impu- 
dence of having offered you silver—I will not be guil- 
ty of the gasconade of offering you steel. But when 
you do come, I hope I may hear the neighing of your 
war steed on the banks of the Rio Bravo. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, with due 
consideration, your excellency’s most obedient ser- 
vant, J. HAMILTON. 
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THE LAND DISTRIBUTION ACT. The re- 
commendation contained in the President’s message 
to congress. which will be found under the proceed- 
ings of the house of representatives in this number 
of the Reetsrer, that the proceeds of the sales of 
public lands, which in accordance with his message 
_at the extra session, had been directed to be distri- 
buted to the several states, should now be retained 
in the treasury instead of carrying out the law direct- 
ing its distribution, has incidentally been acted upon 
by both houses, since the reception of the message. 
Their decisions are against disturbing the provisisions 
of the distribution act. 

The question in relation to it in the senate was 
tested by the amendment offerred by Mr. Rives, to 
Mr. Clay’s resolutions on revenue and retrench- 





The amendment 
See the senate pro- 


by the president was embodied. 
was lost by a vote of 21 to 22. 


ceedings. 
In the house the question was tested by an amend- 


ment proposed by Mr. Wise, to the loan bill, which 
had been under debate for a long time. The amend- 
ment went to suspend the operations of the distribu- 
tion bill,—and was negatived by a m. jority of twenty 
seven votes—-a larger majority than that by which 
that house passed the distribution act at the ex- 
tra session. 








NEW TARIFF. Mr. Saltonstall chairman of the 
committee on manufactures, reported a bill regulat- 
ing duties upon imports in the house of representa- 
tives on the 31st ultimo, accompanied by a report 
which were referred to the committee of the whole 
and ordered to be printed. 





HENRY CLAY. The talented and patriotic states- 
‘man who has for so many years served his country 
'in the legislative councils, on Thursday last the 31st 
inst. took a most impressive and affecting leave of 
the U. S. Senate. ‘The hall, galleries, and every 
avenue to the apartment were literally crammed to 
witness the imposing scene. It was worthy of a re- 
We have not room for any of the 





publican Senate. 





‘| particulars in this number. Mr. Critrrenpen was 
For 1| introduced and qualified as successor to Mr. Clay in| in, and supported by, manufacturing labor, the num- 


| the Senate, from Kentucky. 





BALL TO HENRY CLAY. A meeting of a num- 
ber of the citizens of Washington, members of con- 
gress, and others, took place by public invitation at 
the Washington Assembly room on the 21st mstant, 





for the purpose of making arrangements for a public 


you have lelt so iargeiv In arrear— 


ment, in which amendment the change now proposed , 


ree 45 j Sr 44 ; ; + “tt . 
DItTY-tWwo mManavers, tWenty-six on the part ray 


cllizens, and twe mt{y-six On the part of eco) press 
weve appointed, viz: 
On the part of the senate. 

Messrs. Evans, Miller, Kerr, Archer, Mangum 
Henderson, Barrow, White. Be 
On the part of the house of representatives. 

Messrs. Fessenden, Winthorp, Tillinghast, Board- 
man, Morgan, Aycrigg, Cooper, Rodney, Sollers 
Botts, Rayner, Wm. Butler, Thos. Butler King, i 
L. Williams, Stokely, Richard W. Thompson, J. T. 
Stuart. 

On the part of citizens. 

Seaton, Bacon, Bradley, Buckingham, Force, Farn- 
ham, France, Henshaw, Hyatt, Jones, B. O. Tayloe, 
Weighman, Ashby, Clarke, Graham, Hall, Haliday, 
Hellen, Hill, Jones, Key, Lenox, May, Patterson, 
Wallach. 


A TREATY WITH THE WAYANDOT IN. 
DIANS. We learn by a letter from Col. John John- 
ston, United States commissioner, published in the 
Ohio State Journal, that on the 9th instant, he con- 
cluded at Upper Sandusky, (Ohio), a treaty of ces- 
sion and emigration with the chiefs and councillors 
of the Wyandot nation of Indians; by which the 
chiefs are to remove their people to the south- 
west of Missouri in 1843, at their own cost, and 
without the usual agency on the part of government 
of superintendents, conductors, teamsters, &c.—the 
Indians furnishing their own transportation and sub- 
sistance on the journey, and finding themselves pro- 
visions at their new home. By this treaty the Wy- 
andots cede to the United States, without any reser- 
vation, all their land, consisting of about one hun- 
dred and fifteen sections, said to be amongst the best 
in Ohio, and much of it in a state of cultivation. 





SHOE AND LEATHER BUSINESS, 





ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Fe.ttow Citizens: The undersigned, a committee 
appointed by the convention of Shoe and leather 
dealers and operatives, held in Boston on the 2d of 
March, 1842, ask leave respectfully to address you in 
relation to those important changes which are about 
to take place in the tariff of the United States; and 
to present before you such considerations as they 
deem important to all classes of the community, es- 
pecially to those who acquire a livelihood by their 
industry in any of the various manufactures of the 
country. 


On the 8th of July next, the compromise act will 
be consummated, and all previous duties abolished, 
except an ad valorem duty of twenty per cent. on all 
articles thereafter imported; certain specified articles 
being admitted free. 

This will bring us to a new and interesting epoch 
in our national history, and create such a change in 
the circumstances of the people as we have never 
yet experienced. Our labor must then, for the first 
time since we have become a manufacturing people, 
be brought into direct competition with the labor of 
Europe, with a duty in its favor of only twenty per 
cent. aduty altogether inadequate to afford that pro- 
tection, which is essential to the existence of many 
branches of industry, that have been successfully 
established during the last twenty-five years; a pe- 
riod within which, owing to a varicty of causes, the 
condition of our country has greatly changed. 

New England, which before the war of 1812 was 
principally engazed in agriculture and commerce, 
has now become essentially a manufacturing com- 
munity. Her manufactures are her great interest. 
Destroy them, and her wealth, her prosperity, and 
her power are greatly crippled. This is especially 





| true of Massachusetts, whose population engaged in 
| this department of labor amounted in 1837 to 117,000; 


_and if we should include those indirectly concerned 


ber would probably be trebled. 

Tlie question, then, of the protection which is to 
be afforded to our manufacturing industry, is one ol 
immense importance; more so by far than is general- 
ly supposed even by ourselves. 

A wrong impression has been made, and a conse- 
| quent wrong opinion is prevalent in the publie mind 
in relation to the true question at issue. Owing to 
| the great activity and influence of those engaged in 





and that is embodied in the brief declaration, ‘be it} ball to be given to the distinguished senator from | the manufacture of cotton and wool, and the exer- 


. . > } e . . . | 4 “ . « -) 
so?” 1 moreover believe that the only feeling of ap-| Kentucky, upon the occasion of his retirement from tions which they have always made when the tariff 


prehension which is felt at your resolve, (and I en the councils of his country. Gen. R. C. Weightman 


tion this to you as a secret, in the most friendly con- 
fidence) is, lest you may not come yourself. at the head of 


presided, and J. H. Bradley officiated as secretary.— 


' has been a matter of discussion, their interests have 


| been so much more prominently brought before con- 
7 } | gress, that a common feeling has been created, that 
your invincibles. Although the Yexians, like the’ Tuesday evening the 12th of April, the anniversary | they only had any great stake in the maiter, and were 

















































































te. apy tative a4 





TAPES ied wad yet 


SPR EET > 






















than 
ture: 
one | 
ture: 


Tl 
in cé 
that 
man 
vora 
that 
cept 
the 
sand 
of m 
inte! 
red 1 

Tl 
prod 
dolla 
strav 
ed te 
those 
large 
num 
on al 
seve! 


annil 
TI 
be e 
‘must 
fear. 
and t 
such 
a ch 
part 
our ¢ 
that 
ger f 
by th 
thers 
Th 
trous 
one ¢ 
stroy 
will | 
ama 
duce. 
80 as 
sale. 
Ke 
ter w 
“com 
Was | 
matt 
ty. 
great 
migh 
nufac 
Our 
comp 
they 
fertil 
their 
ed. 
Th 
of th 
That 
living 
great 
own | 
tofore 
expe 
instal 
their 
work 
Euro; 
for tk 
Me 
it in 
they | 
land, 
with 
help 
volve 
are ir 
about 
tures: 
ture « 
numb 
amou 
in the 






4 


lee 
ver 

of 
Lin 
put 
ind 
ey 
es- 
eir 
the 


yas 


ym- 
pst. 
nid 
lly 

in 
OU; 
ned 


ne 


3 to 
. of 
ral- 


\se- 
ind 
' to 

in 
er- 
rtf 
ave 
on- 
hat 
ere 





ris ee | : 





" 
PSsethyantinaen ine 


a. 


BI i Ras 











Segui ara ane ae 





Re ee ee ee Se ee ne ns 
Sine PS ia ; . ete Re Rh srg? 52%: 
Sy ae ee se ae ee ee “sk ae is 


A Fe 








‘must be changed. 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER--APRIL 2, 18482--SHOE AND LEATHER BUSINESS. 


69 














= 








——— 


plone desirous of protection. But this is not true. 
They are not even the majority of interest. Far from 
it. In Massachusetts in 1837, the amount of cotton 
and woollen fabrics was but $27,000,000, being less 
than one-third of the whole amount of the manufacs 
tures of the commonwealth, and employing but about 
one fourth part of all the persons engaged in manufac- 
tures within the state. 


This erroneous opinion has operated unfavorably 
in céngress, and induced among its members a belief 
that all the clamor for protection arose from the rich 
manufacturing corporations. It has operated unfa- 
vorably among the people, by leading them to suppose 
that they had no great interest in the question ex- 
cept as indirectly connected with those engaged in 
the manufacture of cotton or wool. Hence, thou- 
sands have been indifferent on a question really 
of more vital importance to themselves than to those 
interested in the branches of industry before refer- 


red to. 
The manufacturers of shoes and leather, whose 


products in this state in 1837 amounted to 18,000,000 | 
dollars, also those employed in the manufacture of | 


straw, a trade which amounted at the time mention- 
ed to $2,000,000, are far more deeply interested than 
those whose products are aided by machinery and 
large fixed capitals. Those branches, and they are 
numerous in the commonwealth, which are carried 
on almost exclusively by manual labor, will feel most 
severely the effects of foreign competition. 


To such, and they are the majority of the whole 
within the state, an ad valorem duty of twenty per 
cent will prove entirely insufficient; and many of them, 
under this duty only on foreign labor, must be nearly 
annihilated. 


This is no fiction. 
be easily foreseen. 


The consequences, then, may 
A great part of ovr industry 
Absolute starvation we need not 
fear. Our country is too extended, land too cheap 
and too productive, to permit us to anticipate any 
such alternative; but a change of employment, and 


a change of residence, must with a considerable | 


part of our population take place, and thousands of | 
our citizens must seek on the prairies of the west, | 
that food and sustenance which they could no lon- | 
ger find in the beautiful villages of New England, | 
by the firesides of home, by the graves of their fa- | 
thers. 

The result of this operation will be equally disas- | 
trous upon the west. The home market, the only | 
one on which it can rely, will be then mainly de-| 
stroyed; while the additional number of persons who | 
will be compelled to engage in agriculture, will as/| 
a matter of course so increase the quantity of pro-| 
duce, as to greatly reduce its value; indeed, so much 
so as almost to make it worthless as an article of | 
sale. 

Fellow citizens, we are all interested. No mat 
ter what our situation or our calling; the change will 
“come home to our business and bosoms.’’ Never 
was there a greater identity of interests than in this 
matter. All alike will share in the common calami- 
ty. Our metropolis, now united by rail road to the 
great west, will feel it in the falling off of that 
mighty trade, which, in a successful condition of ma- 
nufacturing industry, she would be destined to enjoy. 
Our farmers, deprived of their home market, and 
compelled to compete in the foreign markets, (if 
they could find such), with the great staples of the 
fertile west, would find their property depreciated, 
_ exertions paralyzed, their industry unreward- 
ed. 

There is one class, however, on which the weight 
of this calamity will fall with peculiar severity. 
That class is the women of our country who get their 
living, as many hundreds of thousands now do with 
great comfort and respectability, by the work of their 
own hands. This large and interesting class, here- 
tofore not overpaid for their services, must not only 
experience a great falling off in price, but in many 
instances, an absolute annihilation of demand for 
their labor. They cannot subsist, if compelled to 
work in competition with the laboring females of 
Europe, who receive from four to six cents per day 
for their services. 

_ Men, when driven from one employment, may seek 
itin another; and if work cannot be had at home, 
they may go abroad. If it cannot be obtained on the 
land, it may be found on the sea. But it is not so 
with women. They are far more dependent and 
helpless; and when thrown out of employ, are in- 
volved in inevitable distress and suffering. There 
are in this commonwealth, as officially ascertained, 
about 40,000 women employed im different manufac- 
tures; 15,000 of whom are engaged in the manufac- 
ture of shoes. How great then must be the whole 
number employed in the United States; and what an 
amount of privation and suffering must be involved 





in the turning out of employ, or in employing at half 





rice, this immense tumber of industrious women! 
| Humanity recoils at the contemplation of such 
seehes; and yetcome they must, and come they will. 
unless congress, in the spirit of wisdom and justice, 
shalt distrimivate in favor of their industry in the 
duties laid for the support of government. Were 
there no other motive than that arising from this 
view of the subject, it would alone be sufficient to 
justify the most vigorous exertions. We are aware, 
fellow citizens, that there are some amongst us who 
are incredulous as to the nature of foreign competi- 
ition, and the kind of Jabor with which we shall be 
‘called to contend; we ask your indulgence, there- 
fore, while we present a few facts and considerations 
in regard to that subject. 

The condition of a great part of the laboring po- 
pulation of Europe, and particularly of England, is 
little better than that of serfs, for, although predial 
slavery has been long abolished in form, 1t still ex- 
ists, so far as practical effects are concerned. 


The system of British slavery is, in fact, the most 
ingenious, and the most effective that the world has 
ever witnessed, inasmuch as it is better calculated to 
rob the laborer of the fruits of his teil than that of 
any other nation on earth. It is a system that has 
all the advantages and few of the disadvantages of 
the chattel system. It gives a nominal freedom; it 
imposes on every individual the necessity of self- 
| preservation; it holds out before him the hope 
(though a delusive one) of bettering his condition; it 
stimulates him to efforts which the slave, who isthe 
property of his master, can never be made to put 
forth, while it robs him of every farthing ofhis 
Poteegions pittance, and gives him only the bare 





means, (and, oftentimes, not even that) of sustaining 
his animal existence! 

We make this comparison between British and 
American slavery, only sofar as relates to the suc- 
cess of the former in securing a greater amount of 
toil from the laborer, and at the same time depriving 
|him of his just reward. In any other point of view 
| we institute no comparison whatever, and we desire 





'that we may not be understood to say that the former 
has all the enormity of the latter. 

Another remarkable feature of British labor is, 
that to some extent itis literally pauper Labor. The 
present pauper tax of England is twenty-five mil- 
lions of dollars per annum. Much of this has been, 
and some of it now is, paid to laborers who are en- 
gaged in various branches of industry, and do not 
receive enough of their employers to give them sub- 
sistence. 

This immense sum operates as a fund for the re- 
duction of the price of Jabor, and of that labor too, 
be it recollected, with which the people of this coun- | 
try must row contend, hand to hand, unless protect- 
ed by national Jegislation. 

As an illustration of this position we quote some 
facts from an English publication on the subject of 
pauperism now before us. 

“In Burwash, in East Sussex, on one occasion, the 
surplus laborers were put up at auction, and hired as 
low as 2d. to 3d. per day; the restof their mainte- 
nance being paid by the parish.” 

“At Dedington, during the severe winter months, | 
about sixty men apply every morning to the over- | 
seer, [of the poor] for work or pay. He ranges | 
them in a shed ina yard, and if a farmer or any one 
else wants a man he sends tothe yard for one, and 
pays half the day’s wages, and the rest is paid by the 
parish.” 

A volume of faets like these might be adduced, | 
but we trust these alone are sufficient to sustain the 
assertion we have made. 

Such, fellow-citizens, is the labor with which we 
must compete; and such the position in which we 
are placed. We think we can appeal, therefore, to 
yourselves, whether the cause we advocate is not) 
emphatically the cause of the whole people. It has, 
indeed, no party limits. Every man, conservative or 
radical, whig or democrat, is alike interested; and if 
he truly understands the subject, and possesses the 
least share of patriotism or philanthropy, must labor | 





| 


| 








_and strive, irrespective of all mere party considera- | 


tions, for its advancement. 

In behalf then, of those whom we represent, we | 
disclaim all sinister motives and party feelings, and | 
call upon all our fellow-citizens to arise as one man, | 
speak out in the language of independent freemen, | 
and demand that just discrimination in the imposi- | 
tion of duties, which, while it will not increase the | 
public burdens a dollar, shall proteet those branches | 
of industry, which have grown up under past govern- | 
mental legislation. 

Let it be recollected, fellow citizens, that we do | 
not advocate taxation for the sake of protection. | 
We do not ask that one portion of the country shoulda | 


be taxed for the benefit of another; but we do ask 
that those duties required to raise a revenue sufhi- | 


cient to support the national government, administer- 





| 








ed with the most scrupulous regard to economy, shall be 
placed on those articles, which would come in com- 
petition with our owh manufactures already estaL- 
lished. Is there aught upreasonable in this? 
_ Is any injustice done to the man, for instance, who 
in consequence of this discrimination pays ten cents 
per pair more for his shoes, and ten cents less per 
pound for his tea, than he would under a horizontal 
tariff? We repeat the inquiry, where is the injus- 
tice or wrong? And if it be not wrong, why should 
congress refuse to make this discrimination? Why 
should the south, or the west, or any other section of 
the Union object to such a measure? 

“That any reason can be shown 

Which reason would not blush to own.” 

The great necessity of the protection we ask is, 
we think, not only obvious, from what we have shown 
in regard to the nature of the foreign Jabor with 
which we must compete, but from a great variety of 
other facts which present themselves before us in re- 
gard to that interest represented by the undersigned. 

That without such Jegislation as we ask all the 
finer description of shoes and boots will be imported 
from France, is evident from the fact that already 
since the progressive reduction of duties under the 
compromise act, the importation of boots and shoes 
has increased with surprising rapidity. 

As an instance, we would state that an individual 
in Boston, who in 1835, sold but three hundred dol- 
Jars worth of French boots, during the last year im- 
ported and sold more than ten thousand dollars worth 
of that article alone. 

The last vessel] that arrived in the port of Boston 
from France, contained about five thousand pairs of 
Paris boots and shoes. 

Our heavy work, our thick shoes, brogans and 
boots will be superceded by foreign importations. 
Already have orders been sent out to Germany for 
such goods for the fall trade as have heretofore been 
manufactured in Danvers and Grafton, Holliston, 
Brookfield, and other towns in this commonwealth. 

As an evidence of the low prices of labor in Ger- 
many, we would here state that two workmen from 
that country are now employed in Boston at ten dol- 
lars per week, who when at home could obtain buta 
dollar and a half per week, and board themselves. 

But what is true of our. department of labor is 
equally true of nearly all other branches of manu- 
facturers’ industry which are carried on mostly by 
hand. 

Carriages, harnesses, hats, straw bonnets, jewelry, 
glass, paper, cabinet ware, cutlery, and a variety of 
smaller articles now advantageously manufactured 
within our state, are equally at the mercy of the 


‘foreign laborer; and we therefore earnestly call on 


all of those engaged in these trades to bestir them- 
selyes at once, and forward their petitions and memo- 
rials to congress, and so far as they are able, to send 
on to Washington some practical men to represent 
their interests. Such information as would be thus 
afforded is greatly needed in congress, and is most 
earnestly desired by those in that body who are 
friendly to the preservation of American industry. 

Fellow citizens: having made known to congress 
our situation, let us declare distinctly and unani- 
mously that we wish for specific duties upon the arti- 
cles which are manufactured. Let us not for a mo- 
ment listen to any proposal for an ad valorem duty, 
either on home or foreign valuation. All experi- 
ence shows that such a duty is never a protection. 
So great facilities always have existed, and always 
will exist, for evading the duties by fraudulent in- 
voices, and false estimates, that there never can be 
any fair protection afforded, either to the honest im- 
porter, or to the domestic manufacturer, but by a 
regular specific duty. In this let.us all agree; for 
this let us all strive, and with united action, and sim- 
ultaneous effort we may assuredly hope for that jus- 
tice which we ask and deserve. 

Our cause is one. It is the cause of American la- 
bor. Let this be our motto, this our leading idea,— 
the polar star of our enterprise. It is not for capi- 
talists, or corporations; for of the latter, in that 
branch of business represented by the undersigned, 
we have none that we ask favor or protection. It is 
for the operatives of our land; for the hard-working 
men and hard-working women, who get their bread by 
the sweat of their brows, that we demand such le- 
gislation as is dictated alike by justice, humanity 
and patriotism. 

By order, and in behalf of the convention. 
AMASA WALKER, Boston, 
SAMUEL WOOD, Grafton, 

TYLER BACHELLOR, N. Brookfield, 
H. B. ALDEN, Randolph, 

JOSIAH BREED, Lynn, 

S. P. FOWLER, Danvers, 

GEO. K- MONTGOMERY, Haverhill, 
NYMPHAS PRATT, Shrewsbury, 

J. W. WARREN, Brimfield, 
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NATHANIEL SHAW, Weymotuh, 

STEPHEN DRIVER, Salem. 

THOMAS PUTTILLOW, Braintree, 

ELIAS PUTNAM, Danvers, 

GEORGE HOOD, Lynn, 

LEONARD WHITTIER, Haverhill. 

WM. B. SPOONER, Boston, 

ABJJAH THOMPSON, Woburn. 
Committee. 
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MEMORIAL. 
To the senate and house of representatives in congress as- 
sembled. de 

The undersigned, citizens of Boston and the vici- 
nity, interested in the cotton manufacture, in con- 
templation of the proposed revision of the ta- 
riff, feel it equally a matter of duty to themselves 
and to the country, to present to you such views 
and facts in relation to -this ee interest, as 
their observation and experience have brought home 
to them. 

The cotton manufacture, as an important branch 
of American industry, takes date from the year 1816, 
under the specific or minimum duty of that year, and 
the introduction of the power loom—those two im- 

rtant events having been in fact contemporaneous. 
Its rapid extension has been without parallel in the 
whole history of commerce. It reached the con- 
sumption of 100,000 bales in 1825, and now amounts 
to 300,000 bales, or 120 millions of pounds. ‘T’o es- 
timate its importance in quantity, it is not only ne- 
cessary to observe that the present consumption is 
equal to the whole export of the United States up to 
the year 1820, or the whole consumption of Amer- 
can cotton in Great Britain up to the same period— 
and exceeds our export to France previous to the 

ear 1840. There are some circumstances connect- 
ed with the introduction and progress of this manu- 
facture, which are entitled to notice in their connex- 
jon with the interest of the cotton-growing states. 
The article first produced in any quantity was a no- 
velty in commerce. A fabric stouter and heavier 
than any thing heretofore in use, was produced and 
became a favorite article of consumption from its 
first introduction. It soon became an article of ex- 
port to different parts of the world, which has: con- 
tinued to increase up to the present time. In this 
way, it soon attracted the attention of British manu- 
facturers, and became an object of imitation, and 
these imitations, under the name of domestics, now 
constitute a very large branch of trade, with this pe- 
culiarity. 

The British are enabled to usc a cheaper material 
—the growth of India, mixed with a smail proportion 
of American cotton—by which they furnish an arti- 
cle very similar in appearnce, at a lower price, but 
essentially inferior in texture and durability. 


This superiority in quality has been so far appre- 
ciated in foreign countries, as to cause a regular in- 
crease in our exports of this description of goods, as 
will appear on reference to the annual commercial 


the value ef at least sixteen millions of dollars, and | 
employing a capital of twenty-five millions. ‘There 
is no manufacture whatever requiring a combination 
of so much mechanical and chemical skili as this. 
Its introduction has been attended with much labor 
and difficulty, with the outlay of very heavy expenses; 
but the object has been accomplished, and we can 
challenge a comparisen in this fabric, in designs and 
colors, with the most beautiful productions of France 
vor England. 

The foregoing analysis will have shown that 
the question of a protective tariff bears very dif- 
ferently on different branches of the cotton manufac- 
ture. 

The coarser fabrics, with which we supply foreign 
nations at the rate of about three millions of dollars 
per annum in free competition with the British, it is 
quite obvious, are very little, if in any way, affected 
by any tariff whatever. The only effect of opening 
our ports to this description of goods ata very low 
duty, or no duty atall, would be the influx of the Bri- 
tish imitations made from Bengal cotton, which could 
of course be sold at a lower price, but would prove 
to the consumer intrinsically dearer than our own 
manufacture from American cotton. 

So far as relates to the finer qualities of plain cot- 
tons, a very moderate square yard duty will protect 
the manufactures now in existence. It is in refe- 
rence to the article of printed calicoes and other fancy 
goeds, that the question of the tariff assumes its chief 
importance. The minimum duty on dyed or printed 
cottons under the acts of 1828 and 1832 was 8; cents 
the square yard, under which the manufacture has 
attained its present importance; and there is little 
doubt that it would have been carried still further, 
but for the act of March, 1833, by which this protec- 
tion has been gradually reduced, and for the uncer- 
tainty what may be our legislation for the future. 


A specific duty of six cents the square yard would 
probably be sufficient to protect the lower branches 
of this manufacture, embracing the Jarger portion of 
it, and in which competition has carried down prices 
to the lowest average rate of profit in other branches 
of business. But it becomes a question of general ex- 
pediency, whether policy does not require such pro- 
tection as shall secure the production of the more ex- 
pensive and beautiful of these fabrics in this country. 
The means and facilities exist. 

But in this description of goods more than most 
others, the application of capital to it will depend on 
the rate of protection. The actual expenses of print- 
ing calicoes varies very little between this country 
and Europe; it is, however, something in their favor. 
But in the supply of articles of fancy, where so much 
depends on taste, and where so great an outlay of ca- 
pital is necessary for its gratification, it will hardly 
be undertaken without a reasonable assurance of 
having the market witliout the interference of foreign 
importation, which in articles of this kind, which do 
not admit of being held over from season to season, 
might prove wholly ruinous. We would not sug- 
gest carrying this principle to an extreme, but we 
are warranted from the experience of the past in be- 
lieving that a specific duty of ten cents the square 





tables. There is no doubt, however, that the British | 
inferior imitations find a sale in greater quantities in | 
the same markets. It is worthy of remark that the | 
identical article of this manufacture, which sold at) 
thirty cents in 1816, is now selling at seven and a half | 
cents the square yard. 


yard would almost immediately furnish an abundant 
supply of the higher classes of prints, at rates quite 
as cheap as they can be import d. 

The point, however, which we would respectfully 
urge upon congress is, that the duty, whatever its 


The articles of cotton sail! rate, should be specific, either in the form of one 


duck, negro cottons, and cotton drilling, now articles fixed duty on the square yard on all cotton manufac- 
of very large consumption, are also wholly of Ame- | tures, only discriminating betwcen those which are, 
rican crigin, being entirely unknown in commerce | and those which are, not, dyed or printed; or as in 


until their production in this country. It is believed 
that this coarser description of cottons can be manu- 
factured in this country as cheap or cheaper than 
they can be made in England from the same quantity of 
cotton—the difference in value of the raw material 
in the two countries, estimated at fully two cents 
the pound, with some advantage in the use of water 


| the existing law, under the form of a minimum, with 
lan ad valorem duty on all goods costing overa speci- 
| fied rate. 

| ‘The first mode has the advantage of simplicity, and 
'is much more equal in its operation than would be 
‘supposed, without an accurate examination into the 
lfacts of the case. The difference in value between 


power, being more than sufficient to balance the ad-| fine and coarse goods beixg by the yard not very 


vantage of greater cheapness in the price of labor in 
id. 
enRis probable that something more than one half the 
quantity of cotton manufactured in the United States 
is employed in making the foregoing and kindred de- 
scriptions of goods. 
Another important branch of the cotton manufac- 
ture is the finer description of shirtings and other 
white goods, of which very nearly the whole consump- 
tion of the country is supplied by our own manufac- 
ture, with the exception of light muslins. 


The branch of manufacture, however, most impor- | 


{ant and interesting in its character at the present 
time, in its connexion with the tariff, is, unquestion- 
ably, that of printed calicoes. Phis manufacture 
was commenced about the year 1825, and so rapid 
has been its progress, that, from the most accurate 
calculation, according to the annexed table, it now 
amounts to full 150 millions of yards per annum—of 


| great, the additional labor applied to the former be- 
‘ing in a grezt measure compensated by the less quan- 
tity of stock they contain. ‘hus the superficial value 
of stout negro cloth or drilling, will be found about 
| equal to that of the fine shirtings or printing cloths. 
Should this mode be adopted, and such a duty be im- 
posed as considerations of revenue alone would dic- 
tate, it would afford a very ample protection to the 
|existing manulacture, without being liable to the 
charge of imposing a burthen cn any portion of the 
community whatever. For we assert and challenge 
inquiry into the fact, that for all the common pur- 
poses of life, our present manufactures of cotton are 


furnished from any part of the world. 
The only resujt of any arrangement of the tariff 


_ 


a... 





fabrics made from the inferior cotton of India, in- 


Stead of our own, or, in the case of printed cali- 


coes, the introduction of a more flimsy fabric, with 
false and fugitive colors, offering a temptation of 
cheapness to the unskilful, but substituting articles in- 
trinsically dearer to the consumer than our own ma- 
nufacture. 

This view of the subject, to be fully appreciated, 
would require an examination into practical results, 
to which we would earnestly invite your attention. 

__ By official returns from the treasury department, 
it appears that the average of the last four years 
gives 21,852,618 as the number of square yards of 
dyed or printed goods imported, costing, not exceed- 
ing the present minimum of thirty-five cents the 
square yard, as the actual cost of this description of 
goods, and leaving the ainount of 1,589,509 dollars, 
or one-fourth part of the whole quantity imported, 
as costing over thirty-five cents the square yard. 
Suppose that considerations of revenue should estab- 
lish 30 per cent. on the cost as the proper rate of duty, 
and the principle be adopted of one specific rate of 
duty, the foregoing data show that a duty of about 
eizht cents the square yard would be the rate to give 
that average result. 

It may be observed that there are no objects of 
importation which can more properly be denominated 
luxuries, and on that ground, subject to a high rate 
of duty, than the finer class of fanciful prints, which 
are now imported, neither is there any article in 
which there is more liability to frauds on the revenue 
under an ad valorem duty. 


The importation of white cottons is now very 
small; the average of the last four years being 
1,415,893 dollars in value, of which six millions of 
square yards cost,on the average, seventeen cents, 
leaving something less than 400,000 dollars costing 
over thirty cents the square yard. Considerations of 
mere revenue would fix a uniform square yard duty 


’ 


to encourage the manufacture of muslins, astill higher 
duty would be proper. 

We cannot urge upon congress too earnestly our 
conviction, that whether in reference to revenue 
alone, or the protection of our interests, the duty 
should be specific, either in one fixed duty per square 
yard, or in the form of a minimum, under which the 
manufacture has risen to its present importance. \We 
would prefer the lowest possible minimum duty, to a 
simple duty of thirty per cent. ad valorem. The 
skill requisite to an accurate knowledge of the value 
of printed cottons, presents an insuperable obstacle 
to a home valuation, at our numerous ports of entry, 
on any principle approaching equality, and no article 
affords greater facility for frauds, under any ad valo- 
rem duty. 

Without going into a general consideration of the 
principles in support of tne system of so adjusting 
the duties on imposts as to favor the industry of our 
own country, we cannot refrain from calling your at- 
tention to the signal triumph of these principles, and 
the general advantages which the country derives 
from them, when applied, as in the case of the cot- 
ton manufacture, under circumstances of the most 
favorable character. The raw material was the pro- 
duction of our own country. The improvements in 
its manufacture, one of the proudest triumphs of hu- 
man art, required the outlay of great capital in the 
necessary machinery, for propelling which our 
streams of water furnished a power unappreciated, 
if not unknown. The tariffs of 1816 and of 1828 
were successively enacted, giving the most ample 
protection to the manufacture. What has been the 
result? The facts already stated, the application of 
capita] to this manufacture with a power and rapidi- 
dity without any precedent. The calling into action 
a mass of human labor previously dormant and inac- 
tive, and all this with a constant reduction in the 
price of the commodities produced, and an extension 
of the application of this one great staple to new 
products and uses. ‘Wiil any political economists 
pretend these effects would have fullowed without the 
stimulus of a protective tariff? No. It was the assu- 
rance of the home market, which gave confidence to 
capitalists, and has thus produced that competition 
which has reduced prices and profits to the lowest 
possible points. 

It is true that a}) branches of cotton manufacture 
are at present ina state of miserable depression. Not- 
withstanding the low prices of the raw material, our 
stocks have accumulated to a most mmconvenient de- 
gree, and, without the slightest hope of profit, threa- 
ten us with heavy loss. We attribute this depression, 


|in a great measure, to the deranged state of the cur- 
intrinsically as cheap, or cheaper, than they can be | 


rency throughout so great a part of the United States, 
and to the glutted state of foreign markets, arising 
out of over-preduction, and over-trade in this branch 





which should, in fact, have the effect to bring into 
the country any additional importation of this descrip- 
tion of manufactures, would be the intreduction of 


| cealed that the late-reductions of the tariff, with the 
‘consequent heavy importations, and the uncertainty 


of manufactures in England. But it is not to be con- 


at five or six cents at least. If it is thought expedient’ 
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which hangs over the proceedings of congress on that 7 
question, add very much to the gloom and apprehen- 
sions which now attach to this interest. t would | 
seem to be no time to try new experiments with this 
great interest, when the whole. or principal effect of 


so cutting down the tariff as to increase the inports | 


of cotton manufactures, would be to substitute the |’ 





yippee ere m7, ® 
foreign in the place of our own better staple. “That | RRBRE wo PES ew aaa Ph noe 
such a policy should be sustained by the representa- Sln2a5 2S2 jSSBIGa FSF 
tives of the cotton growing states, at the very moment | ck ean | oO 
when G. Britain is straining every nerve to supply her- | 2) 8 = 3‘ 
if with this staple from her own dominions, and with -—s-weawls| F= (wows sl, = 
se . ~ | wows S! = a. eee =. 2 
great apparent success, would imply such a self-sacri- |oanaagl>| 35 IBPLeeV=z 
ficing devotion to abstract theories as is, we believe,, GSASN=s}_ ee ee mt abe 35 
without example in the history of the world. [SSRASSlsleGale| |SezszZgsih 
In conclusion, we confidently rely on the wisdom | @$~Sa— si" |53 =| = | 7 ; 
of congress in the proposed arrangement of the tariff ag BHP 
tect the interest of both planter and manufac-| SSeS S%)-~) 2S mo mewn! S 
to protec : Oremus] 7S a —s Ss 
turer from the injury which would result to both from | SS aeS=|F! Ze Saar qey = 
a derangement ofthe system, which so advantageous- | ~ vs"% = | dp ee A Sat eet aed Eg I 
ly to them, and to the whole country, has grown up | S255 33 as SS BeSSE & 
under our previous legislation. ‘ a a mers |= 
All which is respectfully submitted. Zz = = Re |: 
Consumption of cotton in the United States, not in- i el 2 Z | 5 ng. 
cluding any manufactured west of Virginia or south ete ee af 3 ew? gb eS | = 
of the Potomac, except in Pittsburg and Richmond: | 2325"! = ® 2 BREtseelar | a 
Crop of 1826-7 103,433 bales. | wewe 2 | +! 8 lale is esas oe es 
“1827-8 120,593“ pSRSSrFSsl | SS [Ss SERRSR 2 Fz! Elz 
“ 1328-9 113,853“ aS |5j/2,/—-S —| s}2 
6 1829-30 126,512 * ie ee ial ore 
«1930-1 182,142 « | ab tole fea a abe 
$6 J331-2 173,300 * ot sees ° = || ; a & |= 
6 1832-3 194,412 “ | SwASes = Piwsawagess ad EF 
“133-4 96413 «| SSE eee] | S| |F SBERSSIPE | Si5 
“6 1834=5 216,333 (s2Seeses ® ~ISST2BI5) slar 
“ 1835-6 236,733 “ | eq (3 S+z 
6 1336-7 222,540 * THESE = —s'| o|— 
« 1837-8 246,061 « | egy RSPR aa LE ze) 18 
«1938-9 26018 «© jS 8S se szsl js 2a 4S 
«1839-40 295,193 “ jSSSRR2/"|2Ez/als sea ip SP Rad a 
a6 lsdu-l 297,288 * ‘ae 242/215 eB %e| =: ES 
[Hazard’s Register. | [2 2 =15 PSS ecm g \= 
Export of cotton manufactures, of home manufac- | p> ‘ous isis is eae | 
ture, from the United States: Gemeaeln| anit .. | | 
1835 2,858,000 dollars. 99 | se aSas| | atle| | 22}. | 
1836 2,225,000“ | soba tod 23-| | 
1337 2,331,000“ | Ohi, She bill ete eptaneaeh earch | 
1838 3,773,000 * | ~~ .meoele|s al: Shines. 
1339 2,955,000“ |SSRSMUSsS/SZF|o| |Heeesel El | 
1840 3,549,000 | ON RRs 1 wscta | | eeeeea |. 
Printing establishments in the United States, and |; =———— ois | o | 
weekly productions: a | Qa Dean &. 
Pieces en 'gh bo & be 9c} 2° =3 W3SSers =| “ 
Names. Places. Machines. Tables. weekly of; “AMX eY\|L| *F jes coer) s | 
30yds. |} LENSE) | BE (eeaseexzi 3 | 
a . . ee | SDS. 265 60 ie GD) S| 
Cocheco, N. H. o oU 3,000 Treasury department, Register’s office, Dec. 1841. 
Springvale, Maine. 2 12 1,500 Peni : 
re . a — Nore. The year 184] cannot be given, as some 
Merrimack, Lowell, i 38 6,000 |. -incipal returns , : 
Hamilton, do. 4 8 2 000 | principal returns are yet outstanding. 
Bristol, Taunton, 5 16 3,500 | The foregoing table gives for the average of the 
American, Fall River, 5 70 4,yu9 | last four years whole import of dyed, printed and co- 
Robeson, do. 8 100 5,000 | lored cottons, $6,049,433; costing, not exceeding 35 
Brown & Tyler, North Adams, 3 12 3,009 | cents the square yard, $4,459,924; number of square 
Marshail, do. 2 2,000 | yards, 21,852,618; at an average cost of 20 41-100 
Vicinity of Boston, 4 3,Quy | cents per square yard; leaving of those costing over 35 
Dunneil & Co. Providence, 4 60 4,yu9 | cents the square yard the annual value of $1,589,509; | 
P. Allen & Son, do. 4 58 4,000 | but the yards not being given, no average of the cost 
William Sprague, 4 7 4,yuy | can be made. Whole import of white cottons, 
Saunders, 4 4,09 | $1,415,893; costing, not exceeding 30 cents the square 
Benjamin Cozzens, 3 30 3,000 | yard, $1,034,422; number of square yards, 6,001,302; 
Arnoldville works, 9 2,u0y | 2t an average cost of 17 2-100 cents the square yard; 
Johnson Print works, 9 8 yuy | leaving of those costing over 30 cents the square 
New England, (Johnston), ‘ 1,800 yard, the annual value of $331,491, of which the 
Hunt, l j,uuy | #Verage cost cannot be given. 
Hone, 2 2,0u0| N.B. The foregoi 5 
m , N. B. going tables embrace the gross 
pg Pike, l 1,000 | imports, without any reference to the goods exported. 
200k & Co. l 1,000 | ems 
A. Skinner, 1 1000... »)esiaen ai abk teateter Gs halt ‘once dd “EYE 
Williams and Hayward, 1 1,000 TRADE AND COMMERCE, 
Hartford 1 1,000 
? ° 
Bellville, is Je 4 50 3,500 At a convention of southern planters, held at Mo- 
'russler, Rahway, 3 2,500 | bile, a few weeks since, to take into consideration the 
Ingham, Wappingus creek, 3 3,000 | best method of improving the cotton interest, it was 
do. Hoodstoa, 5) 2 yOu | agreed, unanimously, that cotton could not be afford- 
Runy, Lodi, 9 1,500 |ed at Mobile at a Jess price than 8 cents a pound— 
mount Holly, 1 1,000 ‘that they could hope to send cotton to England no 
renton, 9 1.509 |longer than until that country could supply itself 
Patterson, 1 1,000 ‘from India, and that there was every reason to be- 
Five small establishments io | lieve that the dzy was close at hand. They also 
the vicinity of Norfolk, 5 4,000 | agreed, by a nearly unanimous vote, only three vot- 
Hudson, 4 3,000 | ing in the negative, that the best way to benefit the cot- 
In Philadelphia and the neigh- ton growers was to lay duties upon all imported manufac- 
borhood about 12 
In Baltimore and vicinity, 4 2,500 | market! And they were right. 
. Pieces, 101,300 
This statement was corrected in January, 1842. 


101,309 pieces of 30 yards per week each, 
_ls, per annum, 
150,000,000 o yards at an average of 1] 





cents, is $16,500,000 
Capital required for manufacturing the 

above quantity of cloth, $17,500,000 
Ditto, for printing it, 7,500,000 


$25,000,000 
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cotton, and to turn its attention fo manufacturing. 


uc industry, in which the ground has been taken, 
jund most ably urged, that it is for the interest of 
158,623,600 | South Carolina to abandon, in part, the raising of 








The Milledgville Recorder has been taking strong 
grounds in favor of home industry, and has urged 
with striking ability for the past month, the necessity 
of the state of Georgia buying less and manufactur- 
ing more for itself. A recent number contains an 
article recommending the manufacture of cotton 

bagging out of the raw article. We take from it the 

| following extracts: 


| ‘There is cotton enough now in the south to em- 
| ploy all the cards and wheels in the United States for 
| 100 years to come; and perhaps there is enough in 
|the world to last the whole at least halfa genera- 
, tion, if it has to. be spun on the common wheel by 
| hand; and yet we hear people boasting of the won- 
|derful economy they have fallen upon to destroy 
| themselves. Let me ask the cotton planter in mar- 
| ket, muttering as he does, that he can only get six 
' cents for his cotton, how much cotton he has on him- 
‘self in his present dress; and if he shall find he has 
| only a few ounces cotton and pounds of other arti- 
cles for his clothing, what right he has to complain 
of low prices? Can the manufacturer afford to lay 
out capital in machinery, then employ laborers, then 
| buy the raw cotton, then spin it and lay the yarn by 
him to look al This cannot be done for a long time 
by the strongest companies that can be formed; and 
yet all this is coming to pass. ‘The farmer goes to 
the factory to sell his load of cotton; the manufactu- 
rer enquires what part of it he will take in yarn and 
cloth, and receives for answer that he makes his ne- 
gro cloth at home, and for himself and sons he buys 
linen and broadcloth, and for his wife and daughters 
he buyssilks. Can any man be so weak and siily as 
to suppose trade can go on any other way than sup- 
ply and demand running together? If there be such 
an one, he is mistaken. Cotton planters: if you 
would expect the consumption of your cotton bales, 
you must encourage the manufactories, or all will go 
down together; be you sure of this. 


Let the country rally around those establishments 
that go to advance the general prosperity, and stand 
up manfully; and my word for it in three years you 
will see the south all sound, healthy and blooming in 
prosperity—bagging made from an article not fit for 
exportation, thereby saving so much specie funds at 
home, to make a solid foundation on which to builda 
sound and safe currency. Let me beg our farmers 
not to stand folding their arms crying a little more 
sleep and a litthe more slumber; for if you do, your 
poverty will come upon you as an armed man. Now 
is the time to encourage the factories. Let us see 
that we are all alive and moving once more in a sound 
and prosperous direction, and Heaven will smile, and 
all shall bloom again fresh and sweet as ever. The 
song of mirth and healthy rejoicing shall be heard on 
every hill top, and the piains shall be loaded with the 
abundant fruits of the earth, and from a thousand 
glad and thankful hearts shall daily offering be made 
to that Being who fills the heavens with his glory, and 
the earth with his goodness. 

A correspondent of the Boston Atlas has the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from an intelligent Ameri- 
can in Paris: 


Paris, 9th January, 1842. 

You speak of a probable change, during this ses- 
sion of congress, in your tariff—and I hope it will be 
such an one as will, better than the present, answer 
the ends which our legislators have in view, when 
| fixing the rate of duties on importations. The pre- 
sent tariff is eminently calculated to make bankrupts 
or raseals of every American importer—and, if con- 
| tinued as it now is, | doubt not both of these results 
| will be painfully manifest. 

We have this season had submitted to us, samples 
of goods entered bya French house in New York at 
2,50 per aune, which we are sending to our custo- 
mers at 6,50; and you will readily perceive that the 
honest importer pays 15 cents per aune more duty on 
the article, than the one who has no regard for the 
laws of the country, or respect for the solemnity of 
an oath. This difference is in favor, too, of men 
| who have no interest in the country—and, for the 
| most part, such as are without commercial estab- 
lishments—men who speculate upon the inefliciency 
of cur laws—and who are amply remunerated 
through the incapability of some of the appraisers, 
and the connivance of others. 

I cannot understand how Americans can suffer 
such a state of things, and why the merchants do 
not, en masse, protest againstit. With such a tar.ff 
as could be enforced, I doubt not that the home 














10,000 | fures, in order to secure a home market, the only sure | manufacturer would be better protected if the rates 


| were much reduced—and, by the same operation, the 


The Charleston (S. C.) Patriot has recently con- | revenue would be augmented—while, in a moral 
tained a series of articles upon the subject of domes- | point of view, the country would gain immensely, 


and the native population be put upon a footing 
equally as favorable as the foreign. 

1 think the cause calls upon your efforts for reme- 
dy—and, while New England is imploring congress 
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for protection of its manufacturing interests, let her 
also exert herself in behalf of public morality. The 
American houses, this season, have done but a very 
moderate business—and if ‘affairs were left to them 
alone, the country would not, year after year, be 
flooded and embarrassed with foreign importations. 

Foreign houses are doing all the profitable busi- 
ness, and will not eventually fail to monopolise it— 
and already a stranger visiting New York would, 
from reading the signs in the business part of the 
city, sooner imagine he was in France or Germany, 
than in his own country. 

Americans know, better than foreigners can know, 
the wants of their country, and have quite as much 
facility of purchasing their goods abroad, and more 
for disposing of them at home—but unless they can 
learn to cheat their own government out of its reve- 
nue, as well as those who are not ina position de- 
manding the respect due to laws, they will be un- 
successful. 

An American is disgraced forever, and ruined, by 
a discovered custom house fraud—while a French- 
man may continue in the country, under such an im- 

utation, as much respected as he was before—and 
as only to change the name of a firm to enable him 
to be forgotten even by the customhouse. 








THE TARIFF—LIGHT BREAKING. 

A correspondent of the Boston Atlas says: We re- | 
joice to learn from Washington, that the committee | 
on manufactures are actively.engaged in maturing a) 
tariff bill, which will be presented to the house in the | 
course of a few days. e are not a little pleased to | 
observe that the great change which the public mind | 
is fast undergoing upon ihe subject is not without its | 
effects upon the minds of members of congress.— 
Even southern men feel very differently now from 
what they did a few months ago. The light which 
has been breaking in from the east, has not been with- 
out its effects in opening their eyes. ‘The correspon- 
dent of the Philadelphia North American writes, that | 
“memorials in favor of a revision of the tariff, and | 
of extending protection to home industry, continue 
tocome in. The manufacturers appear to be alive 
to the disastrous consequences to them, attendant 
upon a further reduction of the tariff. There can be 
but little doubt that from the diminished imports, con- 
gress will be compelled to lay a higher rate of duty, 
than was probably at first contemplated, in order to 
equalize the receipts and expenditures of govern- 
ment.” 

On Monday last, Mr. W. O. Butler, a loco foco 
from Kentucky, presented a strong memorial from 
that state, urging congress to pass a retaliating tariff, 
laying high duties upon the manufactured goods of 
those countries which have heavy dutics upon Ame- 
rican tobacco. He was soon after followed by a si- 
milar move from Virginia herself. Hon. Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, who, by the way, is one of the most 
liberal and high minded members, not only from 
Virginia, but from any part of the country, presented 
a memorial from certain citizens of Virginia engaged 
in the manufacture of iron, praying for the passage 
of an act, laying duties on imported iron. Mr. Stu- 
art moved to have this petition referred and printed. 
This produced not a little fluttering among the anti- 
discrimination men, who met its reception with the 
same. factious and unprincipled opposition, which has 
characterised all their moyements this session. But 
they were voted down by a vote of 92 to 68! and the 
petition was received and referred. Virginia knows 
that she has coal and iron as well as Pennsylvania, 
and will protect and maintain those concretions against 
any anti-tariff abstractionists. 

On the same day, the Pennsylvanians poured in a 
torrent of petitions in favor of discriminating duti s. 

Much, as we rejoice to see these indications in con- 
gress, we are not in the least surprised at it, when 
we remember the indications of the feelings of the 
people in all parts of the country. A correspondent 
of the Commercial Advertiser, writing from Mobile, 
under date of the Sth inst. says: 

“A great change is going forward here, and I be- 
lieve in the.south generally, on the subject of protec- 
tion to home industry in all its various branches.— 
Weare becoming more .4merican, and less local and 
selfish in our views of general policy. We now see 
that we have too long followed the visionary theories 
of Calhoun, McDuffie, and others, which though 
they look well on paper, supported as they are by 
the plausible and sophistical arguments of those able 
gentlemen and their worshippers, do not answer in 

ractice, Let me be, however, fairly understood.— 
The south is not in favor of such a tariff as will only 
protect particular branches of industry, or benefit 
particular localities, but one which, while it protects 
every American product, will recognise the principle 
of strict reciprocity in trade, and retaliation, so far 
as it can be done without increasing the revenues be- 
yond the wants of the government.” 


The Middlebury (Vt.) Free Press, contains a call. 
for a meeting of the friends of American industry, in. 
the county of Addison, at the court house in Middle | 
bury, on Thursday, the 24th inst. at 10 o’clack A. M. | 
to express their views as tu the duty of congress to 
afford protection to the great interests of all the pro- 
ducing classes of the country, against the competi- 
tion and restrictive legislation of foreign nations. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRUSSIAN MINISTER. 


The hon. Mr. Jenifer has done me the honor to 
ask formy views in relation to the system of reci-| 
procity existing between the United States and the | 
Hanse Towns, and to the general bearing of that 
system on the interest of the two countries, if not in- 
compatible with my official position. 

I can have no objection to state to the hon. Mr. 
Jenifer my private opinion on this subject. 
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ed with the great enterprise and industry of the Ger- 
man merchants; and if this state of things should be 
disturbed by legislative interference, os e. g. by cre. 
ating a monopoly in favor of -American ship owners 
the tobacco trade might be materially injured, and 
the United States might find il difficult to secure an. 
other equally favorable market for their tobacco... 

* * * TI beg leave on this occasion to present 
another remark, which, although unconnected with 
the present examination of the policy of continuing 
the present reciprocity system, may yet be of interest 
to the hon. Mr. Jenifer. 


The tobacco planters are in hopes that if the re- 
strictions on-American tobacco in Europe are dimin- 
ished, more tobacco will be raised in the United 
States, and higher prices will be obtained. Now 
suppose the first to be the case, will the second ex. 
pectation also be realized? This appears questiona- 
ble. In Venezuela, when under the Spanish goverp- 
ment, the cultivation of tobacco was a kind of mono- 


Mr. Meir’s letter to Mr. Jenifer of 24th January,' PO!'Y confined to circumscribed limits. Varinas to- 


1838, shows clearly, I think, that the tobacco planters | — _ $1 sanete. 50 per lb. The opening of 
have no reason to complain of the reciprocity system, | € trade has trebled the production within a few 
/ years, but prices have declined in an inverse propor- 


by which, on the contrary, their interests are even ?. ; . . 
promoted. tion, and the same article is selling now at about 2% 


Mr. Meir says: “The increased demand, the di- mee ihe rag Here we have an instance of increased 
minished expenses of transportation, and placing the Production, having materiaily reduced the price, a 


terms of sale and shipping in the hands of the plant-. result which the American tobacco planter can cer- 


er, constitute the three strong points of benefit the | @inly not feel anxious to bring about. 
It has been urged against a continuance of the pre- 


pianter derives from the treaty of reciprocity between ) 
the United States and the Hanse Towns.” sent treaties with the Hanse Towns that true reci- 


To these arguments I beg leave to add the follow-; procity supposed equal advantages, which could 
ing remarks: not be expected from the intercourse between 4 

The fact of the tonnage of the Hanse Towns, and, country of vast extent like the United States, with 
more especially, that of Bremen, in the carrying 16,000,000 of inhabitants and with numerous sea- 
trade between the United States and the Hanse ports, and a country of small extent dike the Hanse 
Towns, having within the last twenty years materi-, Towns, with 200,000 inhabitants and three seaports 
ally increased, cannot be denied; but it is an entire | only, the advantage thus being altogether on the side 
mistake to suppose that this is mainly owing to the | of the smaller, and the disadvantage on the side of the 


system of reciprocity. | larger country. 


We perceive the same change in almost all the} : Without inquiring into the accuracy of this reason- 
European maritime countries. A state of universal | ing, I have only to observe, that in weighing the re- 
peace, which has withdrawn from the ship owners | ciprocal advantages to be derived from a system of 
of the United States all those advantages which, as' reciprocity from the Hanse Towns, it is entirely 
neutrals, they so long enjoyed, anda general spirit erroneous to draw a comparison between the Hanse 
of improvement in the commercial policy of Euro-| Towns only, on the one side, and the United States 
pean nations, producing an increase of enterprise in | On the other. The former have no isolated exist- 
their merchants and ship owners, are the natural, ence; they form part of the great German confede- 
causes of this change; and, as regards the great in-, racy, of which they are only the outports, and thus, 
crease of Bremen tonnage in the carrying trade be-| in drawing the above comparison, in order to arrive 
tween that city and the United States, I have men-| at a fair result, the whole of Germany ought to be 
tioned, in my letter to the hon. Mr. Jenifer of Apri] taken into consideration, and not merely the Hanse 
9, 1839, the chief cause to be the emigration of Ger- Towns. To separate the interest of the latter from 
mans, who, owing to a wise system of protection | the rest of Germany would be the same as to sepa- 
against imposition they enjoy in the city of Bremen, | rate the interest of one or two of the American sea- 
and to the greater confidence they have in Bremen’ ports from that of the rest of the union; the ports on 
vessels, prefer embarking at that port and in those. the Baltic and the North sea are the outperts of Ger- 





vessels. This, indeed, was the Jeading cause of the | 
tobacco trade taking its direction to Bremen, for it 
enabled Bremen ship owners to carry tobacco to 
Germany ata much lower freight than the rates, by | 
other vessels, to other ports. The Bremen mer-| 
chants who have embarked in this business, are sat- | 
isfied with the mere freight, without looking for fur- 
ther profit; whilst, if the tobacco were consigned to 
Germany, the commission would increase the cost 
at Jeast half a cent per pound, and American ship- 

ers would only buy at prices leaving a fair profit.— 

he tobacco trade between the United States and: 
Germany having once taken this direction, another | 
effect of it has been a decrease of 50 per cent. in the 
freight for carrying goods from Germany to the U. 
States. German goods are now often shipped to the 
United States for no other purpose than to create 
funds with which to buy tobacco; these goods are fre- 
quently sold at cost, the ship owner having no other 
object in view than to earn the freight; he expects no 
profit either on the inward or the outward cargo; so 
that the present state of things is equally beneficial 
to the producer (planter) and to the consumer. 

Any legislative provision excluding Bremen ves- | 
sels from the tobacco trade, or imposing restrictions 
upon them, would only be in favor of American ship 
owners to the disadvantage of the planter. Last 
year, for instance, the freight from New Orleans to 

ngland and France, on Kentucky tobacco, was 
from 80 to 100 shillings per hogshead, owing to a 
want of competition by foreign vessels excluded by 
the navigation acts of those countries, whilst the 
freight from Baltimore to Germany and Holland was 
only 40 shillings per hogshead.. Moreover, disturb- 
ing the tobacco trade of Bremen would be a very 
dangerous experiment. That city has imported an- 
nually about 30,000 hogsheads of tobacco and stems | 
from the United States, and has thus become the 
great mart for these commodities in Germany; so | 
much so, that even Austria and France have made | 
purchases “there. This is the consequence, not of| 
any artificial system, but cf notural causes, combin- | 





many, as New Orleans, Baltimore, Philadelphia, N. 
York, &c. are the outports of the United States; and 
whatever the political system of those different states 
may be, whether that of a confederacy of states, or 
that of a federal government, they form but one na- 
tion: the name of .4mericans and Germans embraces 
them all; they are bound together by the natural ties 
of acommon language and of congenial habits, and 
their common interest forms their strongest bond of 
union. All the thirty nine sovereign German States, 
Austria, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Hanover, Wur- 
temburg, Baden, Hessen, Brunswick, &c. &e. the 
three republics of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubec in- 
cluded, with a population of 40,000,000 inhabitants, 
(those countries not included which, with a popula- 
tion of about 26,000,000, are governed by German 
Princes, though not belonging to the German confe- 
deracy), form a political confederacy, the object of 
which is the preservation of the external and inter- 
nal security of Germany, and the independence and 
inviolability of the confederated states.* 


The Federative Diet has also the power to regu- 
late the commercial intercourse between the diffe- 
rent states; but not having exercised that power, al- 
most all the German states, with the exception of 
Austria, Hanover, Brunswick, Oldenburg, Mecklen- 
burg, Holstein, and the Hanse Towns, have formed 
a customs-union, the principal object of which was 
to remove the Douanes, or custom houses, which be- 
fore encircled each of those different states, to the 
common external frontier, where the duties are now 
levied for account of all the different governments 
constituting the union, and afterwards distributed 
among them inthe ratio of population of each state, 
so that the intercourse between and within those 
states is entirely free, and, in a commercial point of 
view, they may be considered as forming but one 
large flourishing country with 26,000,000 of inhabi- 
tants on an area, of 8,088 German (geographica!) 
square miles. 





* Wheaton’s International Law, page 56. 
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The seaports forming the German confederacy are 
those of the. Battie ore the North sea. Only the 
smaller part of the trade of Germany with foreign 
rountries is carried on through the former ports, 
owing to their less favorable natural position com- 
bined with other causes. 

By far the greater part of the imports and exports 
into and from Germany find their way through the 
German ports of the Hanse Towns of Holstein, Han- 
over and Oldenburg, and through the foreign ports 


-of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerp, and Havre. 


It is the interest of the interior of Germany to find 


bound to the rest of Germany by the same ties of 
political and material interests, can have no other 
policy than that of facilitating, as much as is within 
their power, the intercourse between the interior of 
Germany and the United States. Not so with other 
countries, if the system of reciprocity with the Hanse 
Towns were to be abandoned, and if the trade be- 
tween Germany and the United States should be 
forced through other channels. Holland has her co- 
lonies; sugar, coffee, tea, indigo, rice, tobacco, and 
cotton can be produced much cheaper in Java and 
Sumatra, than in America and the West Indies, and, 





as many outlets as possible for her products and ma-| judging from the almost miraculous increase of the 
nufactures; the greater the competition among the | production of these articles within the last years, it 
different seaports, the more favorable will be the) would appear that those colonies have the means of 
terms for sending the products of German industry | producing any quantity they can dispose of Holland 
and agriculture avroad, and for supplying the wants, is making every exertion, by a system of bounties 
from foreign sources. | | , , 

means desirous to create monopolies or undue advan- | Europe with her colonial products to the exclusion 
tages in favor of any one of the different seaports. ' of those of American and the West Indies, and noth- 
She is anxious that the natural course of trade should | Ing would be more opportune Coe her than if the U. 
be preserved, unobstructed by artificial impediments; , States themselves would aid her in this policy by 


Germany is, therefore, by no! and other encourage ments, to supply the continent of | 


ed for the Hanse Towns would probably fall heavier 
upon the interior of Germany than upon the former, 
as it would at all events raise the freight, which the 
German manufacturer and consumer would have to 
pay whilst the enterprising Bremen ship owners, if 
compelled to abandon their present pursuits, wou!d 
try to find other means of employing their vessels, as, 
e. g., by turning their attention to the whale fishery 
more than they have hitherto had inducement to do, 
by which they would seriously interfere with the 
| American ship owner. 

| Under these circumstances it becomes a question 
of grave consideration for the German custom-house 
union, whether they will renew the treaty of recip- 
rocity with the United States as long as no guaranty 
is given for the continuance of the present recipro- 
city system between the United States and the Hanse 
Towns; for the United States would have it at any 
time in their power to render the treaty nugatory by 
levying discriminating duties upon vessels of the 
_Hanse Towns, the natural carriers of German goods. 
‘It ought to be considered that, in case the customs 


and here the interest of the United States seems | throwing obstacles in the way of an interchange of; union should be forced into a system of disecriminat- 


but to correspond with hers, as they also must wish | produce with Germany; she would certainly do no- 
to create the most comprehensive demand for their) thing to facilitate the importation from the United 
products, and to obtain German goods as cheap as | States of articles also produced in her own colomes, 
possible. neither would American vessels participate in the 
There can be no objection that those sections of | carrying trade, the intercourse with her East India 
Germany which, from their natural location near the | possessions, being almost closed to other nations by 
Rhine and its tributaries, find it most profitable and | discriminating export duties, which compel the U. 
convenient to send their exports and to receive their; States to draw their supplies of Java coffee from 
imports through the ports of France, Holland, and | Holland, and at an increased cost, by double freights 
Belgium (Havre, Amsterdam, Rotterdam and Ant-| and other charges. ~The same is the case with re- 
werp) should follow this course; but a glance at the | gard to the exportation of German goods; all those 
map will show that the natural position of by far the | countries through which they might be exported to 
greater part of Germany on the Elbe and Weser and the United States to the exclusion of the Hanse 
their tributaries, is such as to render it more advan-| ‘Towns, viz: Holland, Belgium, and France, are like- 
tazeous and convenient to forward and receive goods | Wise manufacturing countries, and they would cer- 
through the German ports of the North sea, and | tainly not facilitate the transit of German manufac- 
more especially through Bremen and Hamburg. The ' tures coming into competition with their own, thus 
Hanse ‘I .s are therefore emphatically the out-| enhancing the price to the injury of the American 
ports of Germany; they represent no isolated inte- | consumer. its 
rest; they are the representatives of the commerce of; What inducement, then, can the United States 
Germany with the transatlantic countries; their| have to abandon the system of reciprocity now exist- 
mercantile houses are intimately connected with the , ing between them and the Hanse Towns? It is evi- 
commercial and manufacturing establishments of the | dent that the interest of their producer (planter) as 
interiur of Germany; they have a common interest, | Well as that of the consumer would suffer by it, and 
they frequently form partnerships, or they are in one| it is at least very questionable whether American 
way or other interested in enterprises undertaken for ship owners would be benefitted by it, as the Hanse 


| Ing duties, it would be easy to distinguish the pro- 
.ducts of the United States, such as cotton, rice, to- 
bacco, &c., from similar products of other countries, 
iwhilst it would be difficult to recognise German 
| manufactures as such, when imported from Holland, 
| Belgium, France, &e. 


February 4, 1841. ROENNE. 
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THE MUTUAL RIGHT OF SEARCH. 


From the Boston Advertiser of March 26. 
General Cass, inhis pamphlet lately published at 
| Paris, says, that ‘during twenty-five years, the Bri- 
‘tish government has urged the government of the U. 
| States to consent” to an agreement for the mutual 
search of the vessels of the two nations, by the 
|eruisers of the other; “and that the application has 
been steadily repelled and pertinacicusly repeated.” 

This remark, we think, is of a character to give 
_an erroneous impression of the history of the nego- 
ciations between the two governments, on this sub- 
|ject. Negociations for the abolition of the Af- 
‘rican slave trade were begun between them, as 
‘early as the making of the treaty of Ghent. lt was 





common account; they study the wants of foreign | 


Towns would no doubt also levy discriminating du- stipulated in that treaty, that both parties should 


nations by sendirg agents and establishing factories | ties on American vessels. Besides, in order to ren- | use their best endeavors for the accomplishment of 
among them, and while they try to adapt German | der a system of discriminating duties levied in favor | that object; and for several years subsequent to that 


industry to the wants and to the taste of those na-| 
tions, they also purchase such rare products from 
them as they know to be most wanted in Germany, 
and thus contribute to increase both the consumption 
of German goods abroad and foreign products at 
home, making the one the necessary condition of the 
other. Every thing affecting the interest of the 
Hanse Towns affects that of Germany, and a nation | 
that grants favors to or inflicts injuries upon the| 
Hanse Towns, thereby favors or injures Germany at 
the same time—the interest of the one cannot be 
separated from that of the other; and consequently a 
nation anxious to promote her commercial inter- 
course with Germany must abstain from all mea- 
sures that would be prejudicial to the Hanse Towns. 
It is evidently this consideration which has induced 
foreign nations to conclude treaties of reciprocity 
with the Hanse Towns, looking upon them not as 
small isolated republics, but as the natural mediators 
and representatives of German cominerce. If the) 
United States were to embarrass the intercourse 
with the Hanse Towns, the consequences would be 
that some other country, Holland for instance, would 
be benefitted by it, at the expense of both Germany 
and the United States; and it remains to be seen what 
possible inducement the United States could have to 
adopt such a policy. On the contrary, a wise policy 
seems to dictate to both Germany and the U. States 
rather to strengthen than to weaken their recipro- 
cal commercial relations. They are both countries 
of great extent and vast resources with a numerous 
population. 

Germany requires large quantities of colonial pro- 
duce;}_ no other European country manufactures 
cheaper than Germany,{ and, above all, both Germa- 





ny and the United States are unrestricted by any con- 
sideration of colonial policy. Germany has no reasons | 
to grant advantages to other colonial products in pre- | 
ference to those of the United States, and the Hanse 


Towns being emphatically commercial towns, and 





t Esterprising manutaciurers of New England are 
now trying to compete with the British in selling in Ger- 
many cotton goods, and more especially twist, in which 
shape American cotton is chiefly umpored there. 

+ Americans have lately gone to Germany with sam- 
ples of hardware, cutlery, paper, &c., which can be 





manufactured just as good and much cheaper there 
than elsewhere. 


| mea ise? 


of American vessels effective, it would be necessary | date, efforts were made, not by Great Britain alone, 
to abandon the whole system of reciprocity with all | but by both parties, to establish a concert between 
the countries on the north sea; with Denmark, with | them in measures for carrying the stipulation of the 
Hanover, (with which the United States have just | treaty into effect. 

concluded a treaty of reciprocity for twelve years,) | 
and with Oldenburg, as otherwise the object of the ‘piracy ina citizen of the United States to be con- 


United States would be defeated by the ships of | cerned in the slave trade, as part of a crew of either 


those countries being substituted for those of the 4 foreign or American vessel, and stibjecting him, on 
Hanse Towns.§ It would indeed present a strange | 


+ ‘conviction thereof, to the punishment of death; and 
spectacle to the world if Americans, so famous all P . 


‘in 1823 the house of representatives, by a vote of 
over the world for their skill in building and navigat- | 131 te A passed a résdhution, reaieating the presi- 
ing vessels, and for their spirit of enterprise, would dent of the United States to enter into negotiations 
ask for protection upon the ground that they could | with the maritime powers of Europe and America 
not compete with German vesseis. The amount of | “‘for the effectual abolition of the African slave trade, and 


German tonnage has increased, not from any artifi- | jt, y}timate denunciation as piracy, under the law of 


cial cause, but on account of the great enterprise | nations, by the consent of the civilized world.” 
and activity of the German merchants. They have | 4 gommittee of the house of representatives, to 


opened new and extended their former relations with | jom was referred the part of the president’s mes- 


transatlantic countries from whence large quantities ‘sage relating to the slave trade, said in their report, 
of produce used formerly to be imported indirectly | that “the United States having led the way, owe it 
by way of England and France. 


They have eman-| to themselves to give their influence and cordial co- 


cipated Germany from her former dependency © | operation to any measure that will accomplish the 


those two countries for a supply of colonial produce. | great and good purpose,” [that of effacing the crime 


The time is not so far distant when England was the of kidnapping the unoffending inhabitants of one 


great entre-pot of tobacco, to which the continent of | country, and chaining them to slavery in another] 


Europe had to resort, and the planter and sg apt ‘but this happy result, experience has demonstrated, 
are certainly benefitted in an equal sommes by ra icannot be realised by any system, except a concession by 
saving of expense through the present direct trade. | 4) maritime powers to each other’s ships of war, of a 


The cost of building ships and of fitting thenfout has | qualified right of search.” 


of late increased in Bremen; wages have risen from | " 4, 4 prj) 1822, another committee of the house of re- 
eight and nine to twelve rix dollars per month, and | presentatives, who were instructed to inquire whether 
ship provisions have in several instances been sent | iy. Jaws for the prohibition of the slave trade were 
from Baltimore and New Orleans to Bremen, so that | executed, and if defects existed in those laws, tosug- 


whatever advantage Bremen may have had in this ‘gest remedies, discussed the project of a treaty sti- 


respect does now no longer exist. The blow intend- | pulation for a concession of the mutual right of 


§ [t has been suggested that it would be for the interest ont 1 * egy oS De ona ay regulations 
of Prussia if the rec procity sistem with the countries on |Uader which such concession might in their opinion 
the north sea were to be abandoned, as the pris of Prus- _be safely made, and they conclude by saying, “your 
sit would then become the ports of imporiation and ex- | committee cannot doubt that the people of America 
portation, and, as even Prussian vessels could then be | have the intelligence to distinguish between the right 
more pofitable employed in the carrying trade between | of searching a neutral on the high seas, in time of 
the United States and the Hanse Towns. This is so | war, claimed by some belligerents, and that mutual, 


narrow-minded a policy that an enlichtend Sp ager | restricted, and peaceful concession, by treaty, sug- 
: . >. soy s , H ter > os ‘ | e 4 _~ » > 
lixe that of I russ a would pens r cg aid it, und ‘gested by your cominittee, and which is demanded in 
besides, what benefit would the rest of the custom-house | ho nme of suffering humanity.” 

union derive from Prussian ports, and Prussian ves-els | 7 5 

, wee polizing the trade with the Unit d Sates, cou!d so | In compliance with these and many other expres- 
nono poliz: ie trade U : mied Mates, nd so; ite ae 
unnatural a state of things be brought about by artificial | ions of opinion on the partof the American people, 
‘the American minister in London, during the admin 


In the year 1820 congress passed a law making it 
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istration of Mr. Monroe, was specially instructed to 
enter into a negotiation for the object here specified: 
A convention was concluded and signed at London, 
March 13, 1824, by Mr. Rush on the part of the U. 
States,and Mr. Huskisson, and Mr. Stratford Can- 
ning on the partof Great Britain, in which it was 
stipulated, under various restrictions, and regula- 
tions for the prevention of abuses, that the com- 
manders and commissioned officers of each of the 
two high contracting parties, duly authorised, under 
the regulations and instructions of their respective 


governments, to cruise on the coasts of Africa, of 


America and of the West Indies, for the suppression 
of the slave trade, should be einpowered under the 
conditions and limitations specified, to detain, cap- 
ture and deliver over for trial and adjudication, by 
some competent tribunal of whichever of the two 
countries it should be found on examination to be- 
long, any ship or vessel concerned in the illicit traffic 
of slaves, and carrying the flag of the other, or own- 
ed by citizens or subjects of either of the contract- 
ing parties, except when in presence of a ship of 
war of its own nation. It was provided that vessels 


so captured, should be tried by tribunals of the coun-| 


try to which the vessels should belong, and there 
were various other provisions to the extent of eleven 
articles. 

This convention was submitted to the senate of 
the United States—was strongly recommended by 
Mr. Monroe, and was ratified by the senate by a vote 
of 29 to 13. 


— . . . . . | 
the condition of certain alterations in it being made, 


one of which the British government refused to ac- 
cede to. 


The alterations proposed by the senate did not. 


affect the main principle of the treaty, but one of 
them was regarded by the British government as de- 
priving it of the character of equal reciprocity, viz., 
striking out the word “America,” by which the 
right of searching vessels suspected of slave trad- 
ing, on the coast of America, was prohibiting, while 
it was permitted on the coasts of the West Indies. 
The removal of this right as to the coast of Ameri- 


° pe - P ° | 
cea, Mr. Canning, the British secretary, said, and its | 


continuance as to the West Indies, appeared to im- 
ply the existence on one side, and not on the other, of 
a just ground, either of suspicion of misconduct, or 
for apprehension of an abuse of authority. He pro- 
posed to sign a new treaty, adopting all other amend- 
ments, but retaining the words ‘‘of America; but 
thisnot being acceded to on the part of our govern- 
ment, the project fell thorugh, and we are not aware 
that any renewal of it has been proposed by Great 
Britain from that time to this. It was alluded to by 
Lord Aberdeen in his late letter to Mr. Stevenson, 
but he said expressly that he was not instructed to 
propose a renewal of it. We would ask Gen. Cass, 


therefore, whether he is strictly correct in saying, 


that the application of the British government to 
ours, for their consent to the right of search has been 
either “steadily repelled,” or “pertinaciously re- 
peated” during the last twenty-five years. 

Among the 29 senators who voted for the ratifica- 


tion of the treaty, with the amendment, were! 


Messrs. Barbour and Taylor ef Virginia, Benton and 
Barton of Missouri, Lloyd and Mills of Massachu- 
setts, Rufus Kingof New York, and Hayne ofS. 
Carolina. 
every part of the tresty, but the consent of two- 
thirds being required to sanction every part, the vote 
on the question shall the words ‘tof America” stand 
a part of the treaty, was lost, ayes 23 nays 20. Un- 
der present circumstances it is deserving of inquiry, 
whether the public sentiment would not sustain a 
renewal of this proposition. 











TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 


SENATE. 

Marcu 24. Mr. Graham took the chair, at the re- 
quest of the president of the senate, whose continued 
indisposition prevented his attendance. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: by Mr. Sturgeon, 





from Cadwallader Evans, of Pittsburg, stating that| 


he had been engaged for some years in perfecting a 
safety valve, which he says has been accomplished, 
and asking that it may be adopted by the United 
States. By Mr. Buchanan, several memorials in re- 
Jation to the protection of home industry, and asking 
a revision of the tariff. By Mr. Merrick, from citi- 
zens of BaJtimore, asking a revision of the tariff. 

Mr. Mangum, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
establishment of a naval school. 

On inction of Mr. Bagby. 

Resvived, ‘That the committee on miiitary affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 
fortifications on the east side of Dauphin island, tor 
the protection of the harbor of the city of Mobile. 


This ratification however was made on 


A majority of the senate were ii favor of 


= 


Mr. Preston rose and remarked that he held in his 
hand a resolution which he begged leave to submit to 
the consideration of the senate. It would lie over 
until to-morrow, at which time he should call it-up. 
Its object was to elicit the opinion of the body with 
regard to the present condition ef the treasury. He 
had been necessarily so much detained from his seat had no sectional feeling on the subject, but desired 
of late by ill health that he had not a proper oppor- ; to do equal and exact justice to all,.and not make 
tunity of ascertaining what was thought in the senate; one a slavish tributary to the other. He expressed 
but for his own part, he would say that his heart had the opinion that with the public lands 25 per cent. 
been oppressed and absolutely sickened with the ac-, would be sufficient. . The amendinents which Mr. R. 
counts of distress said to prevail in all parts of the desired to propose were then ordered to be printed, 
country, to say nothing of the emharrassed, the dis- and read as follows: 
honored state of the treasury. In submitting the re-| Strike out 2d, 3d, 4th and Sth resolutions of Mr. 
solution he was actuated by no other motive than a, Clay, and insert— 
sincere desire to cail the attention of congress to the, 1. Resolved, That in the present embarrassed con- 
| absolute necessity of some combined concerted ac- dition of the national finances, and at a moment of 
| tion for the relief of the country. It was not his de-| critical uncertainty in the foreign relations of the 
| sire to charge this or that party, or this or that policy, country, it is of paramount importance to the inter- 
| with being the cause of the present state of distress; ests of the whole union that the general governnent 
his mind was too full of grief to admit of any room’ should have the aid of all the sources of revenue with 
| for bitterness or reproach. He would himself read. which it has been heretofore endowed, for the main- 
| the resolution: | tenance of the public credit and the efficiency of the 

Resolved, That the actual condition of the credit! public service. 
}and the finances of the country require the most! 2. Resolved, That the distribution of the proceeds 
prompt and decisive legislation on the part of con-| of the sales of the public lands among the states hav- 
| gress; and to this end a loan should be authorised for) ing, by the terms of the law which enacted it, been 
_an amount sufficient for the present exigencies, and | made expressly dependent on the continued limita- 
/on terms which will ensure its success. tion of the duties on foreign imports to a rate not ex- 
__ Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said there was a bill on its | ceeding 20 per cent. as provided for by the compro- 
third reading, which he presumed the senator from | mise act, and it being now apparent that the rate of 
lilinois (Mr. McRoberts) was anxious to have disposed | duty on foreign imports will not produce revenue 
of. He alluded to the bill to amend the act entitled} enough for the wants of the government without the 
; “an act to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the | aid of the said fund, the principles and conditions on 
pudlic lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” ap- | which the distribution law was enacted, as well as 
proved September 4, 1841. The bill was taken up, | the exigencies of the public service, require that its 
and, after having been read, on the question ‘shall | operation for the present be suspended. 
| this bill pass?” 3. Resolved, therefore, That so much of the act cn- 
| Mr. Smith arose and in a short speech opposed its | titled ‘an act to appropriate the proceeds of the pub- 
passage; after which the question being taken it was/|Jic Jands and to grant pre-emption rights,” appraved 
) passed by the following vote: 4th September, 1341, as appropriates those proceeds 
| YHAS--Missrs. Alea, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan. | to the states and territories and to the Disirict of Co- 
| Calhoun Fulion, Henderson, K ng, Linn, McRobe ts. , lumbia, ought to be suspended until the national debt 
Porter, Sevier, Sunith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tall ‘already contracted, or which may be contracted, 
| are ek Nat augeth sae Wicox, Wilians, | sh9)) have been paid; and that in the mean time the 
| NA VGaMelam A relinr: ‘Bartow, Ratha: Berrian} said proceeds be set apart and pledged as a ron for 
Choate, Clay, Clayton. Evans, Graham. Huntington. | the payment of the interest and the gradual extin- 
| Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead. Phelps, Pren- | guishment of the principal of such debt. 
| tiss, Preston, Rives, Sinith, of Ind:ana, Woodbridge—20.| 4. Resolved, That in any new adjustment of the 
| Mr. Rives rose to propose an amendment to the re- | tariff of duties on foreign imports which may besame 
solutions of the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay). | necessary, the principles and prosingns, ie 2d 
| He expressed himself as pleased with the remarks of | March, 1833, should be adhered to an maintaine fa 
the senator from South Carolina (Mr. Preston) in re-| £a¥ as practicable, consistently with the necessary de- 
|Jation to the necessity that existed for some prompt | mands of the government economically administered, 
| and energetic measures on the part of congress to re- | 294 with equal justice due to every interest and por- 


was to reach beyond twenty per cent. the law should 
be no longer in force. Mr. R. continued his re- 
marks, glancing incidentally at the compromise, and 
the necessity for forbearance and. harmony, te so 
arrange a tariff as that it should not trench on the 
rights and privileges of conflicting interests. He 








| lieve the treasury from its present embarrassments. | tion of the country. 

| Mr. R. spoke at considerable length on the present} Mr. Preston here rose and also addressed the se- 
nate at some Jength. He had also prepared amend- 
ments. In the first resolution of the senator from 
Kentucky he fully concurred, but did not in the se- 


_condition of the country, and the absolute necessity 
that existed for something to be done, and that 
promptly. ‘The revenue of the country was not now ; 
equal to meet one-half of the present expenditure. | cond and third, which he should move to strike out, 
Twice had they been called on to supply amounts of | and also the fifth. He was not then prepared to af- 
| some two or three millions to meet quarterly deficits; | firm or deny what would be requisite. It would be 
| and how had these deficits been supplied? By the is-| some months yet before the subject could be brought 
sue of treasury notes, which, in some instances, had | practically before them, to be acted on definitely; he 
been protested for non-payment. He understood that| might say not until an advanced period of June.— 
treasury notes bearing an interest of six per cent.| Meantime, every possible information could be had 
had been sold in this very city at a discount of from! of which they might avail themselves. Whatever 
| three to four percent. And a proposition was home was strictly necessary, let it be imposed. if 20 would 
| before the country to put bonds in the market for! not do, let 25; or if that would not do, let 334. But, 
| whatever they would bring. Such a state of things,| whatever was necessary, in God's name let it be 
he said, was utterly incompatible with the honor of} done, to relieve the couniry from the present wretch- 
the country at any time, and more particularly when | ed and degrading system. ; 
certain questions at issue might terminate ina war! Mr. P. sent his proposition to the chair, which was 
with one of the most powerful maritime mations on | read as follows: :; 
earth. He was no alarmist, and deprecated war as| ‘Strike out second and third resolutions and insert: 
much as any man could do, but it would be idle to| That the secretary of the treasury be instructed to 
say there was not danger at least. He hoped for the | communicate to the senate whether, io his opinion, 
best, but he still thought it prudent at least to be pre-| the rate of duties imposed by the compromise act 
pared for any contingency. It had been justly said! will afford sufficient revenue for the economical ad- 
| by a secretary of the treasury that public credit was| ministration of the government. And that he also 
| the main pillar of public safety. The public debt | communicate to the senate what rate of duties, in his 
had gone on with such sweeping velocity that it was/ opinion, will be sufficient for that purpose, with his 
/now something between fifteen and twenty millions | reasons for such opinion. 
| of dollars; and what was the means for itsextinguish-| “Strike out fourth resolution (amount of twenty 
| ment? He knew of but ane—and that was to piedge | millions) and insertafter the word revenue ‘adequate 
| the real estate. No other resource was left them but | to the wants of the government.’ 
| to suspend the distribution law, and to pledge the} ‘Strike out fifth resolution.” 
| proceeds of the public lands for the public debt. In| Mr. Clay made a few remarks in reply, but was so 
|his opinion public credit would then be redeemed | hoarse as to be scarcely audible. He was understood 
| and the notes rise above par. It was the only alter-} to say, in effect, that the proceeds of the public lands 
‘native left them—the credit of the nation was of vital | for the last year had not been, more than a million 
| importance—if that was suffered to go down, the cre-| and a half, and would be probably less for the pres- 
| dit of the states would still further descend, and the|ent. And this pledge, which was todo so much, 
credit of individuals would be bound up in the same | would not even pay the interest on the public debt. 
|destiny. He considered, therefore, that they were} He said that the credit of the country had been im- 
| called on by a proper regard for the national honor) paired by the doctrines which had been so lavishly 
|to provide for the public debt. With regard to the | issued forth in and out of congress. He thought that 
| states, he thought there could be no disappoiatment, | the shock that would be given fro: the imstability ot 
‘as they understood that when the revenue required legis!ation by a repeal of the land bili would impair 
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ae public credit more than it would do good. His own with the most destructive effects, when directed | portion of our territory for half a century, they were 
uld opinion was that if a proper and suitable tariff was | against an enemy. Rumor, Mr. President, has said | content with slow and silent negotiation—a power, 
re- laid, that would be the best pledge that could be giv- that this newly invented shell may be handled with too, that did not permit our citizens to go coastwise 
ind en. The great difficulty was the pressure on domes- the greatest safety, and that it is so constructed as | with their property without being robbed of it. Look 
$0 tic capital. Mr. C. went on to reply in detail to the not to explode until it comes in contact with the oh- | to our people sent to Van Dieman’s Jand! In place 
the remarks of Mr. Rives and Mr. Preston. He said he ject intended to be destroyed, when its effects are |of any war talk on this head, there had been some 
He 7 should leave them very soon, and he would be glad terribly destructive; sO much so, that a single shot,|three or four memorials on their tables humbly be- 
red . if the senate would adopt the first and last of his pro-| if well directed, may sink a man-of-war of the largest | seeching that congress would ask Queen Victoria to 
com - ositions, the only two he believed which had escap- class in the British navy. Now, sir, the inflammable | liberate our citizens from chains and degradation. If 
sed | ed criticism-and objection, and that the others be laid | and inextinguishable properties of the liquid fire in- | the prisoners have been demanded by our minister in 
nt. over till Tuesday next. ; vented by Mr. Brown having been fully tested, and | Mexico he has done his duty, and he prophecied that 
. Mr. Rives would.say a word only in reply to the | its practicability and utility sustained by the concur-| when the correspondence came the minister would 
ed, senator from Kentucky, in relation to the opinion! rent testimony of scientific gentlemen and practical | be found to have obeyed his instructions to the letter. 
advanced that capitalists would see that the proceeds | engineers, why not adopt it also, with other experi- | If the citizens had been demanded and refused, he 
Mr. of the public land, would not pay the interest. Hej} ments ascertained to be practicable in the national| (Mr. S.) hoped the subject would be followed up by 
’ thought that capitalists would not look to a single defence? Suppose this iron war steamer shail, upon | something besides words, and in a proper manner, 
on- ee year, but take the average, which had been at least | trial, come up to the expectation of its friends, or, | not only as regarded Mexico, but other powers. He 
| of Be three millions. Again, there could be no shock given | in other words, prove to be invulnerable; suppose a | was sick and tired of being told about negotiation, 
the ' by the instability of legislation, because he did not description of guns or mortars shall be used upon it, | and never wished to hear an; thing more about it. 
fer- i. propose to repeal the bill, but merely to suspend it} suitable for the discharge of these newly-invented | Mr. Preston then moved to take up the following re- 
ent = until the debt was paid. shells, and steam batteries at the same time employ- | solution, submitted by him onthe 24th instant: 
rith Mr. Wright said he objected to the first resolution | ed to discharge the liquid fire of Mr. Brown’s inven- “Resolved, That the actual condition of the credit 
ain- 4 because it would conflict with the amendment which | tion, and what might not be accomplished by this | and finances of the country require the most prompt 
the = he had offered, proposing to strike it out; but to the| terrible combination of destructiveness in a time of! and decisive legis!ation on the part of congress; and 
a last he had no objection. war with the most powerfulenemy? Why, sir, whole | to this enda loan should be authorised for an amount 
eds te The laiter resolution, which calls on the depart-| fleets, it would seem, might be destroyed, if it were | sufficient for the present exigencies, and on terms 
ay- i. ments to report what expenses can be reduced, &c. | practicabie to bring them in conflict with such astea- | which will ensure its success.” 
een 4 was adopted, and the others postponed to Tuesday | mer, accoutred with such anarmament. Every prin- Mr. Linn moved to amend it by striking out all af- 
ita- "> ionext. ciple of political economy, therefore, would seem not | ter the word congress, and inserting the following: 
ex- ae | On motion of Mr. Berrien the senate took up the | only to justify, but absolutely to recommend, the pa- Ist. To sustain that depreciation and declining 
ro- - bill from the house relating to the holding of a court | tronage of Mr. Brown’s invention at this time by the | credit by a solemn and irrevocable pledge of its im- 
of e- in Jacksonville, in the district of West Tennessee; | government, as one of the most powerful means, |mense public domain for its snpport, and the appli- 
nue ? and after some few remarks the bill was read a third | when reduced to practice, of coast and harbor de-| cation of its proceeds of the sales of public !ands to 
the = tine and passed. fence. the payment of the interest and redemption of the 
son 2 A motion was then made to adjourn over to Mon- Mr. King said he desired to offer a resolution. It principal of any public debt contracted, or to be con- 
las day, on the ground that the committees might have} was known that the occurrences which had lately | tracted, in any form whatever. 
L its time for maturing the business before them. ‘The| taken place in a certain quartey rendered it necessa-| 2d. To restore the just relation between the pub- 
motion having been adopted, the senate adjourned. | ry, or at all events desirable, that they should have | lic revenue and public expenditure, so as to limit the 
cn- Marcu 28. The chair laid before the senate aj all the information possible to be obtained, in order | necessity for a resort to credit at all, within the near- 
ub- communication from the navy department, in com-/ that congress might know what steps it would be ne-|est possible bounds consistent with the public safety 
ved pliance with a resolution of the 17th instant, in rela-| cessary to take in the premises. Another object he ! and public honor. 
eds tion toa war steamer to be built for the defence of| had in view was to show that the Mexican minister,| Here a long and animated discussion ensued, that 
Co- Lake Erie. | who had been denounced throughout tle country as | lasted until five o’clock, in which Messrs. Preston, 
lebt Also, from the same department, in compliance | negligent of the great trusts reposed in him, could be | Linn, Barrow, Alen and Mangum severaliy partici- 
ted, with the resolution of the 24th, asking what officers! justified. He had no doubt, when the resolution was | pated; after which the senate went into executive 
the can be dispensed with, &c. ‘The secretary answers | answered, that it would be found that individual had | session, and, after a few minutes spent therein, ad- 
for promptly that no officer can be dispensed with; but| been most unjustly assailed, and that his conduct | journed. 
tine that, on the contrary, additional labor will be requir-| would be found such as would meet with universal} Marcu 29. Mr. Graham of N. C, took the chair, 
ed to give due efiiciency to the department. approbation rather than condemnation. ‘the president being still indisposed. 
the Memorials and petitions were presented and ap-| ‘The resolution was then read as follows: | The presiacnt pro. tem. laid before the senate the 
ome propriately referred: on the following subjects; pro-| Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States | message of the president relating to the distribution 
> Od ceedings of citizens of Windsor county, Vermont;| be requested to communicate to the senate, if not in| bill. The message was laid on the table and ordered 
das in favor of revision of the tariff; manufacturers of) his opinion incompatible with the public interest, | to be printed. 
de- window glass of New Jersey; citizens of Passaic} copies of the correspondence which may have taken! Mr. Merrick presented a memorial from citizens 
red, county, New Jersey, for protection of domestic Ja-} place between this government and its diplomatic |of Cecil county, Maryland, who represent that 
por- bor, &c.; ropemakers of New York for protec-| agents and the government of Mexico not previously | the twenty per cent. charge under the compromise 
tion of American cordage; proceedings in Maine re-! communicated; and also copies of such instructions | act, has the effect to destroy the iron manutactures 
4 specting West India trade, in Arkansas for modifica-| as may have been given to our diplomatic represen- | of the county, and ask for an increase of duty in or- 
aah. tion of pre-emption laws; from residents on Oregon | tative at Mexico. der to protect the labor of the country. Mr. Kerr pre- 
rom river asking extension of U. States laws over Oregon| Mr. Preston said that no doubt the affairs between sented a similar memorial from fifty or sixty of the 
cai pear from citizens of Missouri for the same; this country and Mexico called for some speedy ac- citizens of the same county. Je 
out, rom Oswego county, N. Y¥. asking measures for 2} tion on the part of congress. ‘The resolution in ques- : Mr. Clay presented a memorial from citizens of 
od congress of nations to settle national disputes without | tion met his entire approbation, as did the object it | Sparta, in the state of rennessee, remonstrating 
\ be hoe w arms; from the chamber of commerce Of| contemplated. He did not generally regard asser- against any interference with the bankrupt law. Also, 
ight New York for a change in the post office laws, which | tions made in newspapers; but if they spoke truth in | @ memorial from citizens of Pennsylvania, engaged in 
- will make the government bear its own burden of the | this case, then the miuister had justly subjected him- the manufacture of iron, in which they ask for the 
ns postage, and that the letter and newspaper mails} seif to animadversion. If he had been ail this time , restoration oF the duty on iron. 
ae m4 be carried in separate conveyances, and com-!| jn Mexico, without obtaining a reply to his demand Mr. Merrick, as chairman of the committee on post 
ss | Pane of the lax the mercantile interest is subject- for the American prisoners, when the British agent | offices and post roads, reported a joint resolution ex- 
srt 2 ed to; irom citizens of Florida for compensation for had every liberty allowed and request granted—it tending the use of the franking privilege to ex-vice 
But, @ haps destroyed by the Indians; from citizens Of} pe had remained there, and suttered his govern- presidents of the U nited States. : 
it be Fy M, or increase of duties on woollens. ment to be insulted in his person, then he should be| Mr. Tappan reported a bill to ‘apportion the num- 
teh- = ‘’r. Tappan in presenting the last took occasion to! severely censured. If, on the other hand, he had | ber of representatives under the sixth census. Mr. 
= bay that, in his judgment, there was no protection re-| done his duty, it was due to him that he should be ex- | Tappan saw no reason why the subject should not be 
wes : quired beyond the 20 per cent. of the compromise | eyjpated. Mr. FP. spoke of ‘Texas having been re-| acted upon at once, and by the senate preceding the 
i act; that all the eviis of which the manufacturers cognised and received into the great family of na- | house. 
sert: ie eee Fesulted from the state of currency, | tions, commercial and other treaties made with her,| Mr. King asked for action upon the resolution 
“840 = . ws : if uniform and stable, would do more for their | and hence it was right aud proper that treatment of ‘calling for the official correspondence between the 
ion : ilerest than additional duties. | her prisoners should be in contormity with the law | agents of the government of the United States and 
nest Mr. Young presented the papers of Uriah Brown, of nations. He would remark, however, that des-| Mexico. ta 
| ad- of Schuyler county, Illinois, relative to his invention | patches had been received from Mexico within the | Mr. Walker made a brief defence of the charac- 
wl of an inextinguishable fire, in liquid form, which he | iast three or four days, which had been brought by a|ter of Powh ttan Ellis, late minister at Mexico, for 
» his prays may be patronized by government in connexion | private express in the incredible short period of twen- | the purpose of vindicating him from the charges 
labs With the system about to be adopted for the coast and | ty-one days. ‘These despatches would require to be | which had been preferred against him. ‘The corres- 
harbor defence of the country. Mr. Y. said that the | read and examined, and abstracts made trom them, pondence would acquit Mr. Ellis of all blame. No 
enty Invention of Mr. Brown had been examined with} prior to any definite action. He would suggest to | objections were made, and the resolution was read 
uate great scrutiny by some of the most scientific gentle- | his honorable friend whether a sudden call might | and adopted. ; 
men in the country, and the practicability and utility} not put the department to inconvenience, orchange| Mr. King gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
of his plan fully recognised and admitted. It has | its action? He would therefore submit whether it | for action upon his resolution, fixing upon a day of 
sini deen proposed at the present session, by the honora-| had not better lie over at least until to-morrow? adjournment. , 
‘tood dle committee on naval aflairs, to build, by way of| Mr. King had no objection to that course. rhe senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
sade experiment, an iron war steamer, for coast and har-| Mr. Sevier congratuiated the country that it was at | the resolutions submitted by Mr. Clay, in relation to 
Ilion or defence, which shall be impregnable against shot | last arriving at something like national respect. He | retrenchment, tariff, economical administration of the 
pres and shells of every description, and consequently in-| wished the whole matter, however, might not end in | government, &c. Mr. Wright having withdrawn his 
ch, Meco ho matter by what degree of force opposed. | words, but be foliowed up by corresponding action. | amendment, the question recurred on the amend- 
debt. also understand that a sort of secret examination! It seemed strange to him that they should have be- ment offerred by Mr. Rives, in relation to the su: pen- 
yee has been made of late (perhaps by a committee of | come suddenly sensitive where a petty power was | sion of the law distributing the proceeds of the pub- 
‘shiv the other house) of a newly-inveuted shell, said to be | concerned, while in another case, where our citizens | lic lands among the states until the public debt, prin- 
that liiled with combustible material of a peculiar cha-| had been murdered on our own soil and their proper- | cipal and interest, was satisfied. his motion led to 
ty of racter, which way be thrown toa great distance, and | ty destroyed, and where that same power had he:d a! a protracted debate, in which Messrs. Clay, Rives, 
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King, Berrien, Archer, Preston, Huntington, Walker, 
and others participated; when, on motien of Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, the senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of executive business, and, after a short time 
passed therein, adjourned. 

Marcu 30. A memorial from the Harpers’ Fer- 
ry association against being subjected to a military 
instead of a civil superintendant as heretofore—and a 
memorial from citizens of North Carolina against 
removing the arsenal from Fayetteville, in that state, 
were presented and referred. 

The bill fixing the ap 
tion according to the sixth census, was made the or- 
der of the day for Monday next. 


The senate then proceeded to the discussion of the | 


resolutions offered by Mr. Clay; and, after a protrac- 
ed but animated debate, in which Messrs. Bates, Clay, 
Rives, Mangum; Walker, Woodbury, Calhoun, Wright 
aud Preston participated, the question was taken on 


rtionment of representa-. 
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rele and orders for the conduct of business of this 
ouse: 

Whenever any member of the house. shall offer a 
resolution of censure upon any other member, either 
the previous question nor any other rule of the house 
shall be cunstrued or operate to deprive the member 
accused of the right to be heard in his defence. 

Mr. dams then rose, (objection having by made 
by Mr. Steenrod), and moved a suspension of the rules. 
By yeas 99 nays 97, two-thirds not voting in the af- 
firmative, the rules were not suspended. 

_ Mr. Meriwether, from the committee on public ex- 
-penditures, reported the following bill: A bill to re- 
‘gulate the pay of officers of the army and navy. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That no payment shall be made to any officer of the 
army or navy, by way of pay or emoluments, who 
may have been or shall be restored to rank, for the 


——~ -~. 





The house then went into committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Ward, of New York, in the chair), and took up 
the loan bill. 

Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, was entitled to the 
floor, and addressed the committee at length, in state 
ing the question before the committee, upon its thage 

nitude and importance, and afterwards in reply to 
Mr. Wise, who yesterday had charged those whom 
he chose to call the enemies of the president, with 
the delay which had been occasioned here. While 
‘in his argument, the speaker took the chair for the 
purpose of receiving a communication from the pre- 
-sident of the U. States, which was read as follows: 
To the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 
Notwithstanding the urgency with which I have on 
_Mmore than one occasion felt it my duty to press upon 
congress the necessity of providing the government 
_with the means of discharging its debts and main- 
taining inviolate the public faith, the increasing em- 


the adoption of Mr. Rives’s amendment, and decided time they may have been or shall be out of service. | barrassments of the treasury impose upon me the in- 


in the negative as follows: 


| And be it further enacted, That no officer of the 


| dispensable obligation of again inviting your most 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Allen. Bagby. Benton, Cal- |} army or navy shall receive any other compensation serious attention to the condition of the finances,— 
than the pay or emoluments of the office which he Fortunately for myself, in thus bringing this im- 
holds, notwithstanding he may perform the duties of| portant subject to your view, for a deliberate and 


houn, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Presion, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walk- 
er. Wileox, Williams. Woodbury, Wricht, Young—21. 

NA YS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington. Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter. Pren- 
tiss, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodt.ridge—22. 

Some further debate ensued between Messrs. Mun- 
gum, Preston, King, Calhoun and Clay. After which 
the first and sixth resolutions were adopted; the se- 


Berries, Choates | 


any other office or appointment. 
' ‘The bill having been read by its title, Mr. Meriwe- 
ther moved that it be referred to the committee of 
‘the whole on the state of the union, and that it be 
printed. Mr. .4dams desired to inquire of the gentle- 
‘man from Georgia, (Mr. Meriwether), if the commit- 
tee on public expenditures had taken into considera- 
\tion the propriety of reducing the army of the U. 


; 
| 


| comprehensive examination of it in all its bearings, 
and, I trust I may add, for a final adjustment of it, to the 
,common advantage of the whole union, I am per- 
| mitted to approach it with perfect freedom and can- 
_dor. As few of the burdens for which provision is 
now required to be made have been brought upon the 
country during my short administration of its affairs, 
| 1 have neither motive nor wish to make them a matter 


cond, third, fourth and fifth were referred to the com- | States? Mr. Stanly. The committe had no such | of crimination against any of my predecessors. J am 


mittee on finance; and the remainder to the appro- 
priate committees—retrenchment, judiciary, foreign 
relations, post office, &c. 

The senate then went into the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business, and soon after adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 24. A motion made by Mr. 
Everett to amend the journal of yesterday was reject- 
ed. Mr. Goode made an effort also to amend it. Mr. 
Weller, Mr. Calhoun, of Mass. and Mr. Howard, of 


Subject before them. Mr. 4dams. Did not the com- 
mittee consider themselves authourised to enter into 
the iuvestigation? Mr. Stanly. Not without the re- 
ference of it by the house. | 

The bill was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union; and, with the ac- 
companying report, was ordered to be printed. 

The pending question was one of order. Mr. Wise 
rose to argue in favor of the motion that the amend- 
j man made by himse!f to repeal the land bill was in 
order, and so decided by the chairman. The propo- 





| disposed to regard, as [ am bound to treat them, as 
facts, which cannot now be undone, and as deeply in- 
| teresting to us all, and equally imposing upon all the 
| most solemn duties; and the only use | would make 
of the errors of the past is, by a careful examination 
of their causes and character, to avoid if possible the 
| repetition of them in future. The condition of the 
| country, indeed, is such as may well arrest the con- 
| flict of parties. The conviction seems at length to 
| have made its way to the minds of all, that the dis- 
| proportion between the public responsibilities and 


Michigan, spoke on the subject and it was finally sition was debated until nearly 4 o’clock by Messrs. | the means provided for meeting them is no casual or 


passed by. 
Mr. Botts asked the attention of the house to the 


resolution offered by him yesterday and moved a sus- | 


pension of the rules for the purpose of enabling him 
to offer it; and asked the years and nays on that mo- 
tion, -which were ordered. The resolution was as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on public expendi- 
tures be instructed to inquire into the nature of a 
claim formerly presented to congress by Charles J. 
Catlett, of Virginia, which by a law passed on the 
2d July, 1836, “the proper accounting officers of the 
treasury department were authorised and directed to 
settle upon the principles of the acts of congress of 
the 9th of April, 1816, and 3d of March, 1817,” whe- 
ther said claim has been settled, and what amount 
paid; whether the accounting officers of the treasury 
department allowed said claim on principles estab- 
lished by the laws above referred to, or whether it 
was done upon the authority or order of the acting 
president of the United States; and ifsettled upon the 
principles authorised by law, why such settlement 
was not made at an earlier period; and if upon such 
order of the acting president, under what law or by 
what authority he directed the payment of such 
claim, and whether-such claim was first refused to 
be paid on such order, and by what authority and un- 
der what circumstances the said accounting officers 
ultimately allowed it; and to what fund such pay- 
ment was charged; and to report any and ail the cir- 
cumstances deemed pertinent connected with the set- 
tlement of said claim. 

And the question on the motion to suspend the 
rules was then taken and decided in the negative: 
yeas 77, nays 77. 
affirmative), the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Thomson, of Mississippi, asked leave to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, all information 
in his possession in relation to the citizens of the U. 


States who were captured at Santa Fe and are now | 


prisoners in Mexico; what has been done by our min- 
ister to the government of Mexico for their release; 
and what answer, if any, has been received by him 
from the Mexican authorities. 


Mr. Fillmore said he had no objection to this par- | 


ticular resolution; but if the house gave way to one 
they must to another. Mr. Stanly said that he had 
an objection to this particular resolution at this par- 
ticular time. So the resolution was not received. 
Mr. .2dams rose and asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 
Resolved, That the following be added to the 


So (two-thirds not voting in the | 


W ise, Caruthers, Colquitt and Cooper, all in favor of 
the decision of the chair except Mr. Caruther. The 
vote being taken, the decision of the chair was re- 
| versed by 94 to 71. 

After further progress and speeches from Mr. Fiil- 
moreand Mr. Wise the committee rose and the house 
adjourned. 


Frivay, Marcu 25. Mr. Calvary Morris asked 
leave to offer the following resolutions, which were 
read for information: 

Resolved, That it is the constitutional right of every 
American citizen to enjoy and express an opinion, 


jects connected with the administration of our go- 
vernment; and if arraigned before any of the tribunals 
of the country for an alleged abuse of such right, the 
constitution and spirit of the government guaranties 
to him the right of being heard in his own defence 
before he is tried, condemned and punished. 

Resolved further, That whatever may be our indi- 
‘vidual opinions of the doctrins contained in certain 
‘resolutions submitted to this house on Monday last 
iby the hon. Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, we believe that 
| the resolution subsequently passed by the house, cen- 
‘suring said Giddings without permitting him to be 
| heard in his own defence, except as a matter of spe- 
| cial grace and favor, denying him that right which is 

conceded to the vilest malefaetor, was a gross viola- 

tion of his constitutional rights as an individual, and 
| and especially as the representative of a free people, 
/and deserves the just condemnation of every Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Mr. C. H. Williams and Mr. Hopkins rose and ob- 
jected. Mr. Morris moved a suspension of the rule 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer the resolu- 
tions, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which was refused. And the question being taken, 
the rules were not suspended. 

The resolntion offerred yesterday by Mr. Botts on 
|the ease of Charles J. Catlett, of Va. having been 
'modified by him so as to omit the word “acting” be- 
| fore the word ‘president’ was then adopted. 

Mr. Fillmore offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in consideration of the urgent ne- 
_cessities of the treasury. from and after two o’clock 
/on Wednesday next, all debate in committee of the 
| whole on the state of the union upon house bill No. 
39 shall cease, and the committee shall proceed to 
‘vote upon the amendments then pending, or that may 
be offerred, and then report said bill, together with 
such amendments as may have been agreed to by the 
committee to the house, unless the same shall be 
sooner reported to the house. 

| ‘The yeas and nays being ordered the resolution 
was carried, yeas 114 noes 76. 








either by word, resolution, or petition, on all sub-| 


| transientevil. It is, on the contrary, one which, for 
| some years to come, notwithstanding a resort to all 
_ reasonable retrenchments, and the constant progress 
| of the country in population and productive power, 
| must continue to increase under existing laws, unless 
we consent to give up or impair all our defences in 
war and peace. Butthis is a thought which, I am 
persuaded, no patriotic mind would for a “moment 
entertain. Without affecting an alarm which I do 
not feel in regard to our foreign relations, it may 
safely be affirmed that they are ina state too critical 
and involve too many momentous issues to permit us 
to neglect in the least, much less to abandon entirely, 
those means of asserting our rights, without which 
| hegotiation is without dignity and peace without se 
| curity. 

| In the report of the secretary of the treasury, sub- 
_mitted to congress at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session, it is estimated that, after exhausting all 
the probable resources of the year, there will remain 
a deficit of about $14,000,000. With a view partly 
to a permanant system of revenue, and partly to im- 
mediate relief from actual embarrassment, that of- 
ficer recommended, together with a plan for estab- 
lishing a government exchequer, some expedients ot 
a more temporary character, viz. the issuing of trea- 
sury notes, and the extension of the time for which 
the loan authorized to be negotiated by the act of the 
last session should be taken. Congress accordingly 
provided for an issue of treasury notes to the amount 
of $5,000,000, but subject to the condition that they 
should not be paid away below par. 

No measure connected with the last of the two ob- 
jects above mentioned was introduced until recently 
into the house of representatives. Should the loan 
bill now pending before that body pass into a law, 
for its present amount, there would still remain a 
deficit of $2,500,000. It requires no argument to 
show that such a condition of the treasury is incom- 
patible not only with a high state of public credit, 
but with any thing approaching to efficiency in the 
conduct of public affairs. 

[It must be obvious, even to the most inexpe- 
| rienced minds, that, to say nothing of any particular 
exigency, actual or imminent, there should be at all 
times in the treasury of a great nation, with a view 
to contingencies of ordinary occurrence, a surplus at 
least equal in amount to the above deficiency. But 
that deficiency, serious as it would be in itself, will, 
1 am compelled to say, rather be increased than di- 
minished, without the adoption of measures adequate 
| to correct the evils atonee. The stagnation of trade 
| and business, in some degree incident to the derange- 
; ment of the national finances, and the state of the 

revenue laws, holds out but little prospect of relief 


; 
' 








oti et eee 


SEI a a i, 
ER tie ects: ees Se letra ae 


ERS 
ik os hilt 


if 
x Syl 

oy 

boo 
A 


PAS ea he abe... 
























































































and de 
hands 
affairs. 
propor 
ex pedi 
Such t 
is NOW 
barras 
rereps 
nation: 
shall n 
me by 
sures } 
lam t 
which 
have i 
count! 
and st 
of a ! 
people 
ment ' 
linque 
be not 
Fro 
congr 
ties Ol 
rent ¢ 
of asi 
nue, b 
dental 
equall 
portat 
In per 
tariff 
seem 
comm 
mony 
owes 
of wh 
vail. 
An 
some 
exist | 
and n 
tions | 
By 
the pi 
the st 
as the 
scribe 
In 
distril 
the st 
of cc 
ments 
and : 
place 
cessa 
with 
of de 
that 
the s 
whiel 
lands 
the n 
in th 
whic 
both 
pears 
tance 
and 
ford 
State: 
direc 
the 
W 
reasc 
surp] 
my 0 
But | 
plus 
ry nc 
lime 
lic d 
Causi 
best 
With 
Co 
pres: 
worl 
scar 
tutio 
reigt 
latio 
the « 
ente 






























































































all 


yer, 
less 
$ in 
am 
rent 
ldo 
may 
ical 
t us 
ely, 
rich 
. $e 


sub- 
pre- 
r all 
ain 
rily 
im- 
of- 
tab- 
s of 
rea- 
lich 
the 
igly 
yunt 





RS EO 


ER Ne oer ne aa 


TAY PLA 
0 
RS Nace 


agen 


Pe us 


3 : we: enn 


wer 


mcidipstod 




















NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 2, 1842—CONGRESS. "7 





in the ordinary conrse of things for some time to!ed only under cireumstances of a peculiar character, | 
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with fhe mecessily meeting ihe Crisis with a % pending wholly on oniniv mee 
and decision which it 
hands of ail entrusted with ihe conduct of public | disady a people, is 
affairs. The gravity of the evil calls fora remedy ing. Under such circumstances, it is imperatively 
roportioned to it. Noslight palliatives or occasional due from us to the people whom we represent, that, 
expedients will give the country the relief it needs. when we go into the money market. to contract a 
Such measures, on the eontrary, will, in the end, as | loan, we should tender such securities as to cause the 
is pow manifest to all, too surely multiply its em-| money-lender as well at home as abroad to feel that 
barrassments. Relying, as I am bound to do, on the | the most propitious opportunity is afforded him of in- 
rerepsentatives of a people rendered illustriousamong ) vesting ‘profitably and judiciously his capital. A 
nations by having paid off its whole public debt, || government which has paid off the debts of two 
shall not shrink from the responsibility imposed upon | wars, waged with the most powerful nation of mo- 
me by the constitution of pointing out such mea- | dern times, should not be brought to the necessity of 
sures as Will in my opinion ensure adequate relief. | chaffering for terms in the money market. Under 
lam the more encouraged to recommend the course ‘such circumstances as I have adverted to, our ob- 
which necessity exacts by the confidence which I | ject should be to produce with the capitalists a feel- 
have in its complete success. The resources of the ing of entirecénfidence, by a tender of that sort of 


country, in every thing that constitutes the wealth | security which in all times past has been esteemed 
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whole administration of public affairs be embarrass- 
ed for want of the necessary means for conducting 
them with vigor and effect, I trust that this depart- 
ment of the government will be found to have done 
all that was in its power to avert such evils, and 
will be acquitted of all just blame on account of 
them. JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, March 25, 1842. 

And the reading having been concluded— 

Mr. Marshall resumed. When I sat down I had 
been endeavoring to explain the difficully experienc- 
|ed by this house in ascertaining what the executive 
1 had spoken of the veto mes- 





Opinions really were, 
‘sage, and of the endeavor to ascertain what form of 


and strength of nations, are so abundant—the spirit | 


of a most industrious, enterprising, and intelligent 
people is so energetic and elastic, that the govern- 
ment will be without the shadow of excuse for its de- 
linquency, if the difficulties which now embarrass it 
be not speedily and effectually removed. 

From present indications, it is hardly doubtful that 
congress will find it necessary to lay additional du- 
ties on imports, in order to meet the ordinary cur- 
rent expenses cf the government. In the exercise 
of asound discrimination, having reference to reve- 
nue, but at the same time necessarily affording inci- 
dental protection to manufacturing industry, it seems 
equally prebable that duties on some articles of im- 

ortation will have to be advanced above 20 per cent. 
In performing this important work of revising the 
tariff duties, which in the present emergency would 
seem to be indispensable, I cannot too strongly re- 


commend the cultivation of a spirit of mutual har- | 


mony and concession, to which the government itself 
owes its origin, and without the continued exercise 
of which jarring and discord would universally pre- 
vail. 

An additional reason for the increase of duties in 
some instances beyond the rate of 20 per cent. will 
exist in fulfilling the recommendations already made, 
and now repeated,of making adequate appropria- 
tions for the defences of the country. 

By the express provision of the act distributing 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the states, its operation is ipso facto to cease so soon 
as the rate of the duties shall exceed the limits pre- 
scribed in the act. 

In recommending the adoption of measures for 


sufficient, and which for the small amount of our 


wre d a bill would meet the wishes of the president. We 
| ma eg ee orm ceege he regard- | thought that through the members oft hie cabinet we 
| Odes “amply ‘adequate. ule - pledge of all the |had ‘at length discovered what it was that would 
nie eases seals to no more thea is implied in every | meet his views; but the opinions of the cabinet have 
lnstance-when the government contracts a debt, and | <ince been repudiated and their statements contra- 


tse it aon in ordinary circumstances to be dicted hy the friends of the president. And as to 
entirely satisfactory, yet in times like these the capi- ES Tree pepe ee 5 
talist would feel better satisfied with the pledge of a | Pee arrears te Teer Retee ote sae meet 3 Ue 


specific fund-ample in| magnitude to'the payment of /executive has been called upon for the plan of such 


ib sdbannahs ‘and ciehinatn dala ._. a fiseal agent of the government as would meet his 
je 1. ‘ea hr th ow . “nh re ny = he | views of expediency and constitutionality. His secre- 
pars hy ioe oe = ie. yore Na . ait une. | © tary has wade us a report; that report has been sub- 
j Most vignant money-cealer will readily perceive | miited to a select committee, composed of the pecu- 
that not only will his interestbe secure on such a) 


‘liar friends of the president, and they have reported 
| pledge, but that a debt of $13,000,000 or $20,000,000 | ¢, us a measure essentially different from the par re- 
would, by the surplus of sales over and above the | commended by the secretary. On their report to 
payment of the interest, be extingushed within any | this house no action has as yet been had or sought, 
reasonable time fixed for its resumption. To re= | or pressed in any way upon the house by the distin- 
lieve the treasury from its embarrassments, and to guished gentleman (Mr. Cushing) at the head of that 
aid in meeting its requisitions until time is allowed | 2.7, ra No effort whatever. so farses tI 

’ 


, —s 9 . select committee. 

for any new tariff of duties to become available, it ‘recollect, has been since made by them to remove 
| would seem to be necessary to fund a debt approach- the delay of which such loud complaint is made.— 
| Ing to $18,000,000; and, in order to place the nego- | How, then, do we stand “up to this present writing?” 
tiation cf the loan beyond a reasonable doubt, I sub- | 

mit to congress whether the proceeds of the sales of | But now, the aspect of things seems to have chan- 
the public lands should not be pledged for the pay- | ged—the oracle has spoken at last—there is a voice 
ment of the interest, and the secretary of the trea- | heard from the very innermost recesses of the tem- 
sury be authorised, ot of the surplus of the pro- | ple—not now through priests or attendant ministers 
ceeds of such sales, to purchase the stock, when it |—it is a voice from Apollo himself. Yes, the god, 
can be procured on such terms as will render it be- | the god himself, at Jast, has spoken. But, I ask, 
neficial in that way to extinguish the debt and pre- | what, up to this hour, has been our position in rela- 
|vent the accumulation of such surplus while its dis- | tion to the charges I have referred to, both in and 
‘tribution is suspended. |out of this house? Yesterday the report of the secre- 


No one can doubt that were the federal treasury |tary of the treasury was openly repudiated by the 





distributing the proceeds of the public lands among 
the states atthe commencement of the last session 
of congress, such distribution was urged by argu- | 
ments and considerations which appeared to me then, 
and appear to me now, of great weight, and was 
placed on the condition that it should not render ne- | 
cessary any departure from the act of 1833. It is 
with sincere regret that ] now perceive the necessity | 


j 


of departing from that act; because | am well aware | 
that the expectations justly entertained by some of | 
the states will be disappointed, by any occasion 
which shal] withhold from them the proceeds of the 
lands. But the condition was plainly expressed in 
the message, and was inserted in terms equally plain 


in the Jaw itself; and amidst the embarrassments | 


which surround the country on all sides and beset 
both the general and the state governments, it ap- 
pears to me that the object first and highest in impor- 
tance is to establish the credit of this government, 
and to place it on durable foundations, and thus af- 
ford the most effectual support to the credit of the 
States, equal at Jeast to what it would receive from a 
direct distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands. 

When the distribution law was passed there was 
reason to anticipate that there soon would be a rea! 
surplus to distribute. On that assumption it was, in 
my Opinion, a wise, a just, and a beneficent measure. 
But to continue it in force while there is no such sur- 
plus to distribute, and when it is manifestly necessa- 
ry not only to increase the duties, but at the same 
time to borrow money in order to liquidate the pub- 
lic debt and disembarrass the public treasury, would 
Cause it to be regarded as an unwise alienation of the 
best security of the public creditor, which would 
with difficulty be excused, and could not be justified. 


Causes of no ordinary character have recently de- 
pressed American credit in the stock market of the 
world to a degree quite unprecedented. I need 
scarcely mention the condition of the banking insti- 
tutions of some of the states, the vast amount of fo- 
reign debt contracted during a period of wild specu- 
lation by corporations and individuals, and, above all, 
the doctrine of repudiation of contracts solemnly 
entered into by states, which, although as yet appli- 


inow experienced. 
heart and centre of the system, that paralyzesand | 
ideranges every part of it. 


dent and isolated individual pursuits, in the preser- | 


now as prosperous as it was ten years ago, and its | 
fiscal operations conducted by an efficient agency of | 


its own, co-extensive with the union, the embarrass- | 
ments of the states, and corporations in them, would | 
produce, even if they continued as they are, (were | 
that possible), effects far less disastrous than those | 


It is the disorder here, at the | 


Who does not know the | 


permanent importance, not to the federal govern- 
_ment alone, but to every state and every individual 


within its jurisdiction, even in their most indepen- | 


: > . wd Sow: t 
vation of a sound state of public opinion and a judi-| 
cious administration here? The sympathy is instan- | 
taneous and universal. To attempt to remedy the | 


evil of the deranged credit and currency of the | 


vitals of this government would be a hopeless under- | 


taking. 

It is the full conviction of this truth which em- | 
boldens me most earnestly to recommend to your | 
early and serious consideration the measures now | 
submitted to your better judgment. as well as those | 
to which your attention has been already invited. | 
The first great want of the country, that without an- | 
swering whieh all attempts at bettering the present | 
condition of things will prove fruitless, is a com-| 
plete restoration of the credit and finances of the | 
federal government. The source and foundation of 
all credit is in the confidence which the government 
inspires; and just in proportion as that confidence 
shall be shaken or diminished, will be the distrust 
among all classes of the community, and the de- 
rangement and demoralization in every branch of 
business and ali the interests of the country. Keep 
up the standard of good faith and punctuality in the 


tial irregularities and disorders will be rectified by 
the influence of its example; but suffer that standard 
to be debased or disturbed, and it is impossible to 
foresee to what a degree of degradation and confu- 
sion all financial interests, public and private, may 
sink. In such a country as this, the representatives 
of the people have only to will it, and the public 











states while the disease is allowed to rage in the |‘ 


friend and organ of the president here, and the com- 
mittee of ways and means openly charged with bring- 
ing it into the house with the express view of dis- 
gracing the executive and his administration. Well, 
on the most important of all subjects which in the 
present attitude of our affairs can be submitted for 
the action of the legislature, that same secretary re- 
ports one plan, and these same peculiar friends of the 
president propose quite another. They do not act, 
or call for action. The house has vainly endeavored 
to ascertain what it is they do want: and, in the 
meanwhile, here we are, hung up between the fiscal 
plan reported by a responsible officer of the cabinet, 
and a different fiscal plan submitted by the friends of 
the president on this floor. Was a legislative body 
ever so treated before on the face of the earth? As 
matters now stand, with two recommendations, both 
apparently issuing from the executive, the president 
is at perfect liberty to disclaim both; he is responsi- 
ble for neither! So that, if we pass either plan, and 
he afterward chooses to veto our bill, we shall be 
charged with thwarting the executive and resisting 
all his measures—with not taking the unbuttered 
bread he offered us, because we did not, in truth, 
know at which of the two baits we were to nibble! 
[Laughter]. Does his hand hold either? Who knows? 
and how is his oracular will to be ascertained? If 
erying injustice was ever done to a body of men in 
the world, these charges against us of factious oppo- 
sition and personal enmity to the president are the 
cruelest and most unfounded examples of it. 


On one branch of our public affairs, the oracre I 
say has spoken at last—and ata very proper time— 
just in the middle of a subject like that before us— 
and when the house has just disposed of the leading 
question involved in it. Ay, while we are engaged 
ona measure of finance, the peculiar friend of the 


operations of the general government, and all par-| president brings us in an amendment to repeal the 


land bill, and his amendment is voted down. What 
next? On the very next day we are told by the pre- 
sident that we must do this very thing. Why is this? 
if we are indeed bound as a congress to follow in all 
things the will of the executive, why was the ex- 
pression of that will withheld till we have chosen a 
course of our own directly the reverse, and then sud- 





credit will be as high as itever was. 
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hack. and the servile chain of unavestioning subser- 

eney is bound on cur free limbs; Yes—and insult 
is add We iaust not only submit to wear a chain, 
but we musi hojd it upto puone View, and clank our 
fetiers that all the world may hear!—so that there 
shall remain no doubton any man’s mind that, on 


the greatest measure ever submitted, the national le- | 


gislature is perfectly and absolutely subservient to 
the president’s revealed good pleasure. 
To what does all this lead? Why all this obscuri- 
ty, this uncertainty, thrown over the wishes of the 
president for a time, till we have received and acted 
on the recommendations of his secretary, and then 
those recommendations are here openly repudiated 
by one of his peculiar friends, and weight after 
weight thrown on its progress through the house, 
and then, as soon as we have acted, are we thus re- 
buked? Could any thing have been more artfully 
designed to make the fegislature unpopular, and pre- 
sent a majority of its measures openly disgraced, de- 
graded, shamed, before the eyes of the people? 


He has spoken! Yes, and what has he said? It 
behoves us to listen, and to give a true interpretation 
to his words, if such a thing be possible. What has 
he said? He has told us that an act, passed under 
his own express recommendation, distributing among 
the states the avails of the public lands, must be re- 
pealed. That, because we lie under a debt of seven- 
teen millions, there is no other resource to escape 
from our embarrassments but by taking this back 
from the states. While possessed of the whole re- 
venue power with which the constitution has clothed 
us, and of which it has in the same breath divested 
the states, we have no other earthly means to sus- 
tain American credit in the eyes of the world, than 
to take away from the states the lands which are 
their own, and which bya tardy act of justice we 
have just restored tothem. Yes, the seli-same na- 
tion, who, with a population of but three millions, 
with its commerce broken up—without a govern- 
ment—poor, baked, without ailies, save its own in- 
domitable courage and heaven to simile upon it— 


who had a body of land surrendered to the union of 
jts states, on condition that it should be a fund from 
which the debts of the states were to be paid and its 
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‘all, is the most execrabie and abominable! 
|surely, the gentleman who has for days together been be enforced. 
thundering forth anathemas against this measure, could , length. 
never in his extensive reading on constitutional law, | vored for the purpose of appropriating the proceeds 
have met with this document: never could he have to the extinguishment of the public debt. 
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land bili, which he Suys is reaity no whiz measure atl necessuy ot legisiative control, and of the propriety 


conceived, surely, such doctrines as are here avowed : 
were ever held in old Virginia by whigs —ay, and by 

a Tyler whig! [Laughter.] Does the eloquent gen- 

tleman from Accomac recollect this language! Does 

he ask who could have been so recreant to the doc- 

trines of 98. If he does then I shal] have occasion, 

once more, to say to him as I did on a former oeca- 

sion, in the words of Nathan to David, ‘‘Thou art the 

man!”’ 

But how does all this happen? how-is. it to be ex- 
plained? These charges, from the quarter and under 
the circumstances in which they are urged, become 
matters of mighty moment. Has the state of things, 
and have the principles in which we came into pow- 
er changed? Have the relations of this land chang- 
ed? Has the whig party changed? Has the great 
man who is the author of this Jand bill changed? No: 
not at all. And are we then to be charged with 
having abandoned the true faith from our hostility 
towards a particular man? Ah, sir! if we had chang- 
ed our ground; ah, sir! if we had. been found de- 
nouncing publicly, and per se, the president of the 
United States; and if we, from the beginning of the 
extra session, had denounced him and all he did, and 
then had abandoned our whole course, the charges 
made might rest with more justice upon us. But 
when we stand upon the same high impregnable 





{ 


contracted a debt of a hundred millions, and funded it: | 


ground on which we ever stood; when we say the 


same things and hold the same principles which we 


said and which we held during our twelve years’ ex- 
ile from office and from ali the public honors of our 
country, are they who, with whatever views, have 
gone over to our adversaries, to taunt us here as 
changelings, and with acting from love or hatred of 
particular individuals? 
¥ * Me ¥ * * ¥ * 
Mr. Fillmore rose and inquired of the speaker 


credit restored, and.which paid that debt: a nation | whether there was any project fora tariff accompa- 
which, twenty-five years after, contracted, at the call | PY!DS the communication? 


of the national honor, another debt of a hundred and | 


twenty millions, and paid that too: this name nation, 
now jaboring under the enormous, the crushing debt, 
of seventeen millions—after shuiiling off all action in 
promoting internal improvements, and shifting that 
upon the shoulders of the states—this nation has 


now no means to raise enough revenue to pay off 


these seventeen millions, expended as they have, in 
part, been for national objects, which are the very 
sinews of our defence! No. With all our legiti- 
mate and most profitable sources of revenue un- 
touched, we cannot raise these seventeen millions, 
but must snatch from the mouths of the states the 
residuum of that recently restored inheritance which 
they permitted us to enjoy long after the original ob- 
jects of the grant had been more than fulfilled. And 
we are called to do this by a state rights president! 
And if we do not comply, we are then to be de- 
nounced as acting from tactious principles and a de- 
sire and design to “head Captain Tyler.’ And the 
friends of the president expect to be able to bolster 
him up, and get a party to place him a second, or 
rather for the first, time in the chair of state, by dis- 

oP ; aor ye rnp y Ss , 
gracing and degrading ¢ ongress ‘ A 

Another of our great and leading measures was 
the Jand bill; and just asthe indebted states are ex- 
pecting a rich blessing in their state of embarrass- 
ment from its beneficent provisions, we are called 
upon to undo our own work and nullify our own fa- 
vurite measures. What are the advantages which 
that measure would secure, but which we are now 
called upon to forego? | hold in my hand a docu- 
ment in which those advantages are so admirably set 
forth, that 1 may be pardoned for quoting its elo- 
quent language and employing it in place of my own. 
]t isa speech delivered, it | mistake not, at a place, 
somewhere in Virginia, called Louisa, and in it we 
are told that old Virginia, who ceded to her sister 
states a territory far greater than the exteut of her 
own boundaries, is, through the precious blessings of 
Mr. Clay’s Jand bill, to be at length remunerated for 
her geuerous magnaninity. 

[Mir. M. here quoted pretty largely from a speech 
of Mr. Wiise,in which he speaks in very exalted 
terms of the land bill and its author. ‘lhe reading 
elicited many smiles. } i 

‘i’ his was in °39 the Virginia doctrine—the whig Vir- 
ginia doctrine; at Jeast if we may receive as autho- 
rity the words of one who was at that time himself 
good evidence of what a Virginia whig meant. But 
now, so strangely have the doctrines of old Virginia 


The speaker said no; all had been read. 

‘The printing was ordered, when the speaker of the 
house again called Mr. Wardof New York, to the 
chair, and the debate cn the Joan bill was resumed. 

Mr. Marshall resumed his argument where he had 
closed at the time of the receipt of the message from 
the president of the United States. He contended 
that in all the action of congress, in all the debates 
of congress, in all the delays in congress, the pecu- 
liar friends of the president had been especial and 
prominent actors. They were responsible for de- 
lay, and had done much to embarrass the action of 
congress. 

Mr. Marshall spoke until between three and four, 
and Mr. Wise rejoined after which the committee 
rose, and the house adjourned, 


Sarurpay, Marcu 26. The speaker announced 
the following members to compose the committee 
heretofore ordered to be appointed on Mr. Under- 
wood’s resolution to amend the constitution: Messrs. 
Underwood, Cushing, J. P. Kennedy, Rayner, W. C. 
Johnson, Pickens, and Shields. 

The speaker presented several executive commu- 
nications in answer to resolutions adopted by the 
house. One was from the treasury department, ex- 
| plaining a former communication in relation to the 
finances of the government. It explains the rea- 
;son of an important error by which the government 
was represented to be a miljion and a half in better 
condition that it really is. The error occurred in 
supposing that an amount of treasury notes of March, 
April and May, 1841, bearing 2,5 and 6 per cent. 
interest to have been redeemed, when they were still 
oul. 
the secretary was Jed in the hurry of the moment. 
‘The important error has been discovered sufficiently 
early to allow its correction. A report was also re- 
ceived from the secretary of the navy, and another 
{rom the post office department in answer to a reso- 
‘lution asking for information as to the transmission 
of letters between the Atlantic cities by foreign 
steamers. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house went into 
committee of the whole on the loan bill. Mr. Ward, 
of N. York, was calied to the chair. 

Mr. Wise, went into a defence of himself fromthe 
charge preferred against him by the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means. He denied that he 
had done anything to embarrass or delay the pro- 
| ceedings of the house, and threw the responsibility 
on others. He defended also the amendments which 
he had submitted to the bill under consideration, and 








It was an error of one of the clerks mto which | 


Surely, of overcoming executive power whenever it should 


The land bill was debated at some 
The repeal of the distribution act was fa- 


Our fo- 
reign relations were also discussed, together with 
many other subjects relevant to the matter under 
consideration, 

After Mr. Wise had closed, the committee rose. 

Mr. Morgan offered a resolution that hereafter no 
member. should be allowed to speak more than one 
hour, nor more than once on the same bill. 

Objections were made, and Mr. Weiler moved an 
adjournment, and the house adjourned. 

Monpay, Marcu 28. The house having met, Mr. 
Morgan moved to refer the consideration of his re- 
solution on the one hour rule to to-morrow, as gentle- 
men wished to offer amendments to it. His motion 
was adopted, After the reception of petitions chiefly 
in favor of a protective tariff, the house resolved it- 
self into commi tee of the whole and resumed the 
consideration of the loan bill. 


Mr. Gentry addressed the committee. He re- 
marked that as to the expediency of passing a bill to 
authorise a loan every politician of every party en- 
tertained but one opinion: but as to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Wise,if he could suppose that it 
meant nothing more than it expressed on its face he 
would regard it as absurd and rediculous; but he 
would not do the mover the injustice to believe this. 
He believed it had been offered as a peg on which 
to hang a speech and much had been said of a parti- 
san character, which consisted in an attack on the 
majority and impunging the honor and character of 
the house. There was a fixed purpose on the part 
of the friends of the president to derogate from the 
character of the house in the public estimation. Mr. 
G. then alluded to the late meeting at N. York city, 
professing to be of all persons and parties and de- 
nounced it as having been got up for the especial 
aid of the president. He would like to know if 
either Mr. Ketchum or Mr. Maxwell conspicuous at 
that meeting were applicants for office. Mr. G. re- 
pelled the insinuation held forth by them that the 
course of the majority in congress had been adopted 
as a means of securing the future election of Henry 
Clay to the presidency. If it were true, then con- 
gress would merit all the denunciations and indig- 
nant feelings that had been endeavored to be excit- 
ed againstthem. The whigs had preserved their 
consistency to their principles but the two gentle- 
men from Virginia and Indiana, had voted with the 
opposition on the revenue and loan bills at the extra 
session. Now when the gentleman froin Virginia 
proclaimed ex cathedra, as the executive organ, that 
congress must move, and move immediately, and 
move only in one way, viz: into the open arms of 
John Tyler, who was inviting every thing, black, 
white, or gray, Turk or infidel, who would go for 
making him president, and denounced as the only 
alternative that congress must be d d, all he had 
to say was, that if the case were really so, he for one 
would prefer an honorable political damnation to 
the utter and open sacrifice of every principle for 
which whigs had put on their armor and fought and 
triumphed. As to the exchequer project, Mr. G. 
held it to be in direct conflict with ail the creeds 
heretofore sworn to by the president. The presi- 
dent might well enough be willing to take on him- 
self all the responsibility euuld such a measure pass: 
for no sooner would it become a law than he would 
be a more absolute monarch than the emperor of 
Russia. 

The gentleman from Virginia had tauntingly told 








| 


Mr. G. and his friends that they were between two 


| batteries, and could not escape: that they must take 


what was thus proposed for them, or go down. Well, 
Mr. G. preferred to plant himself on the platform 
of sound whig principles, and take the shot from 
both quarters, rather thambasely and tamely yield to 


executive dictation. 


The gentleman previously to the commencement 
of the called session, had been personally alienated 
from a distinguished man at the other end of the ca 
pitol; he had thrown himself into the breach, and 
done all he could to prevent the measures which had 
been proposed at the called session, predicting that 
that session would have a disastrous termination. 
The gentleman was at that time opposed to granting 
the country any relief, unless it proceeded from his 
own man; but finding that he had been completely 
foiled in ali his attempts to thwart the remedial mea 
sures of the party he had abandoned, he threw him 
self upon the executive, and made him the instru 
ment of gratifying the vindictive passions thai fam 





‘ed within his bosom; and he had oontinued to use 
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from desire of pecuniary gain, it was slawe tite s ary of ihe treasury to dizgesi and prepare pans 
thirst of the burning passions of his nature by glut-- for the haprovement and management of the reve- 
ting his vengeance on the subject of this hate; and nue and for the support of the public credit, Kc. to 
for such an end he resolved to make a tool of a weak } 

imbecile president; and too well had he sueceeded; the Jegislature in person or in writing (as may be re- 
too well for the honor of the presiden:, for hisown quired) respecting all matters referred to him by the 
character, and for the happiness and prosperity of his senate or honse of representatives, or which shall 
country. The gentleman had vilified the whig party | appertain to his office, and generally to perform all 
as the subservient followers of a great political lead- Such services relative to the finances as he shal! be 
erin another partof the capital. And suppose it | directed to perform.” 

were true that the party did follow the lead of that! And whereas the secretary of the treasury, in his 
distinguished individual. 
jt not have been he? And could nota party, united | Doc. No. 18,) states that the accruing revenue is in- 
in principles and action, follow the lead of such a sufficient to meet the wants of the treasury, and de- 
man as honorable and independent patriots? | re 
they necessarily he subservient, cringing, sycophan- position of the government, in which it is believed 
tic slaves? What would the gentleman have had the people fully participate, to put the country into a 
them do? Whatconceivable course could they have respectable state of defence, and especially to sup- 
pursues te secnre that gentleman’s very distinguish- | port and strengthen the military marine, all appear to 


ed approbation? When the president’s message ap- | suggest the propriety of such increase of duties on articles | 


prized them that there was a deficit in the treasury, | carefilly selected as, while the amount shall not bear 
that the currency was deranged, business prostrate, ;on individuals, by limiting their customary enjoy- 
and the country in a state of general embarrassment | ments, nor oppress nor derange the general business 


and distress, What would the gentleman have had! of the country, shall yet supply the treasury, not ex-* 


them do for the general good? Adjourn and go home. | travagantly or excessively, but yet reasonably and 
But the obstinate whigs would not do that. They} justly, for al! the great purposes of national defence.” 
brought forward bills to relicve the government and| And whereas the committee of ways and means, 
the country—a loan bill, and a reveuue bill; and, as! by their.chairman, addressed, on the 26th February, 
soon as they were brought into the house, the gen- | 1842, an official letter to the secretary of the treasu- 
tleman encountered them with his fiercest opposi-| ry in the following words: 
tion; and even when there wasa bill to effeci a re-| ‘Committee room of ways and means, Feb. 26, 1842. 
gulation of the currency and to furnish a circulat-| | “Sir: 1 am instructed by the committee of ways 
ing medium, although the gentleman was the pledg- and means to request you to communicate to them 
ed advocate of the measure proposed, because it did! any plan whieh you may have for raising the neces- 
not proceed from his man, he opposed this too; and, | sary amount of revenue for defraying the expenses 
when he could not succeed, he flew to the president | of government by an increase of duties on importa- 
at that evil hour when he was vacillating between | tions, ot by auction duties on goods imported, or 
the trumpet call of patriotism onthe one hand, and 





Whereas it is provided hy the act of coneress “to! Mr. MeKoon Ares 


make report and give information to either branch of 


If they had a leader, must ; annual communication, December 20th, 1841, (Ho. | 


Must | clares that “the state of the national affairs, the dis- | 
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ket no man would pay more than 95 cents. He said 
with sorrow, it was a lamentable state of things. 
Mr. MciX. would ask if the charge in the presidents 
Jast message which stated these evils have not re- 
sulted from the present administration, was true? 
| What was the state of the treasury on the 4th March 
last? Mr. McK. then entered into a financial ex- 
pose of the treasury at and since that period, and 
| asked if the present deficiencies were justly chargea- 
‘ble to the Jast administration. Relief would not 
come by raising the tariff. Repeal of the distribu- 
‘tion law would, however, tend to the restoration of 
the country. 

What was the remedy which he would recommend, 
\he had asked. He would tell. The state of New 
York had come up to direct taxation, and its credit 
was better in Wall street than that of any other state, 


-and he prophecied that, before ninety days, the stocks 





|of that state would be at par. He referred to these 
| things to show—and he spoke only for himself—that 
we could get through these difficulties and come out 
with flying colors. Couid we get the money by this 
loan abroad? He had been credibly informed that 
while the stocks of Spain, which he believed had not 
paid any interest for twenty years, were selling in 
| market in London, ours would not sell at ail. Was 
there any probability that we could get par for the 
U. States stocks, when Ohio stocks were sold for 
fifty cents, and New York city stocks at ninety-seven 
‘or ninety-eight. In addition to this was the alarm- 
ing condition of our foreign affairs. He was no be- 
liever in Lord Ashburton’s mission; it would end in 
nothing. It was necessary to approach the present 
state of affairs in a spirit of patriotism. He looked 
on the present bill as one which would check the 
raarch of liberal principles.. Every cent they added 





the dark mutterings of a vile and selfish ambition on 
the other. By that overpowering bolduess, that dar- 


otherwise; also, any plan or view which you may | to the burden of the people of the country was a check 
have on the subject of home valuation, cash duties, | on liberal principles. 
a warehousing system, or any other matters inciden- | 


ing courage which fears nothing and stops at nothing, 
he obtained the mastery over his feebie mind, and 
thus foreed the country into a state of things which, | partment as to the particular articles imported which | 
according to his own declaration, ‘‘postponed all | will best bear an increase of duty, and the amount | 
hope of relief for twenty years.”’ And what must | of such increase. 

the majority in congress do now in order to secure| ‘As the committee are now ready to take this sub- 
the approbation of the gentleinan? Crouch down at | ject under consideration, they would be happy to re- 
the footstool! of executive mercy, bare their backs, | ceive your views at as early a day as possible. 
receive merited chastisement for not having sooner | ‘Respectfully, yours, 

complied with his mandates; and, having been well “MILLARD FILLMORE, chairman, &c. 
whipped, turn round and sing hosannas to the man| ‘Hon. Walter Forward, secretary of the treasury.” 
whose blows had cut them to the bone, and humbly} And whereas the committee of ways and means 
assure him of the perfect meekness and submission | have received no reply to the communication thus 
with which they were ready to rin any way, go any | made; therefore, 

length, do or suffer any thing, to merit the smiles of| Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
so able and so augusta master, and recompense his | quired to communicate to this house the plans, views, 
fostering indulgence. No, nothing was now left for| information, and matters. called for in the letter 
them to accomplish but to preserve the country and | above mentioned from the chairman of the commit- 
protect its honor. To relieve, it was, under the cir-| tee of ways and means. A LT 
cumstances, beyond their power. He trusted they; Mr. Cushing had no objection to a call for infor- 
should do ajl that it became patriotic whigs to do, | mation, but moved to strike out the preamble as he 
and if they must fall that they should fall with the | did not consider it a courteous or just mode of in- 
flag of their country proudly waving over them. Mr. | troducing the subject. Mr. Fillmore said if the pre- 


tally connected with these subjects, and especially | 





Mr. Smith, of Virginia, said he felt a particular 


‘desire, in consequence of allegations made by gen- 
any information which can be affurded by your de-| tome 


non this floor of the deep indebtedness of this 
government of the present administration, to recur 
to the facts; and, by reference to various documents, 
proceeded to estimate the amount of debt left by the 
adininistration of Mr. Van Buren, by means, of com- 
paring the aggregate expenditure of government dur- 
ing that administration with the income for the time. 
The former he placed at $115,614,000, and the latter 
at 110,737,000, showing an amount of indebtedness 
left by that administration of about $4,877,000; and 
this he considered a mode of computation that could 
uot be disputed. 


He then adverted to the charge made by the gen- 


|tleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanly), that the 
/appropiations during Mr. Van Buren’s administration 


had exceeded the estimates, and proceeded to argue 
at some length, by reference te documents, the falsi- 
ty of this charge. He also referred to Mr. Ewing's 
report, and to the report made to the senate this ses- 
sion from the trea: ury department, to show the amount 
of public debt at the commencement of this adminis- 
tration; from ali which he concluded that that amount 


G. then referred to Mr. Wise’s former votes against 
all appropriations for the defence of the country, and 
forcidly contrasted it with his present urgency on the 
majority to make appropriation after appropriation. 


amble were struck out, the information of the efforts 
made by the committee would not be indicated. Mr. 
Andrews moved the previous question. Mr. Steenrod 
moved the resolution be Jaid on the table. His mo- 


Twenty millions were estimated, and the country 
must be made to believe that president Tyler was 
most anxious to provide for the public safety but the d 
whigs would not let him. After Mr. Gentry had The house then on motion of Mr. Fillmore, resolv- 
concluded ed itself into committee of the whole, and resumed 
Mr. Rayner arose and defended the whigs and as- | the consideration of the loan bill. ‘The question be- 
sailed the course of Mr. Tyler. - He also expressed |ing on the amendment offered by Mr. Wise, to the 
his unwillingness to so far benefit Mr. Tyler as to ;amendment offered by Mr. Fillmore. 
enter into a war on the Creole case. He did not re-| Mr, Colquit alluded to the discordant materials of 
gard itas a justifiable cause. 'which the whig party had been composed, and said 
Mr. Lane then spoke on the same side and de-| that its elements were falling apart because a mino- 
nounced Mr. ‘Tyler’s course, after which the com-' pity of it would not yield to a majority. Would 
mittee rose and reported progress. whigs forget they had refused to publish their creed. 
Mr. Black hoped that the following resolution be | y¢ the “acting president” as he had been called, had 


read for information: And the resolution was read as | heen called upon at Harrisburg for his political creed 


follows: he would then have been told, *‘never mind, you are 


Resolved, That the president of the United States | y,ainst a bank, but mum is the word.” And now, 
© requested to communicate to the house, if in his | pecause he adhered to the principles of his youth, he 
Opinion it be compatible with the public interests, all) was denounced. On this question of bank the whig 
Information in his possession on the subject of the | party had been all things to all men. They had no 
Creole, including as well the evidence of the facts as | principles to bind them together. What were their 
the official correspondence relating thereto. so called ‘glorious principies of 1840?” He would 
| Mr. Stanly objected, and renewed a motion to ad-| jie some organ to publish them. In his judgment 
Journ, and the house adjourned. | congress ought not to pass this-loan bill without a 
Tvespar, Marcu 29. The motion of Mr. Black! perinanent fund to meet the debt. The distribution 
for suspension of the rules in order to enable him to | law ought to be repealed. Do that and he would 
offer a resolution for information on the Creole case, | uphold the loan bill. The pretext of this loan was 
Was on motion of Mr. Cooper (Mr. Black being ab-| to make room for a high protective tariff, and in the 
Sent) postponed until to-morrow. present condition of the country a high tariff would 
Mr. Fillmore offered the following resolution: ‘diminish the revenue. 


tion was negatived. Mr. Cushing raised a point of 
order. It was overruled. 
And the resolution was then adopted. 





was but little more than four millions. 


He then, examined the matter of conducting the 
finances adopted by the present adiinistration, 
charging the whig party which abandonment of their 
principles, disregard of their professions of economy, 
and, while the revenue was constantly decreasing, 
with an increase of expenditures over the latter years 
‘of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, &c. &e. 
| Mr. Smith having concluded the committee rose, 
'and the house adjourned. 





Wepwnespay, Marcu 30. The discussion on the 
; loan bill was resumed in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Atherton addressed the committee at consider- 
able length, in vindication of reserving the proceeds 
of the pubjic lands instead of distributing them; and 
against the rule of proceeding under which the ques- 
tion on the bill was precipitated. 

The hour of two o’clock having arrived, the chair- 
man announced that under the order of the 25th inst. 
the committee were now to proceed to vote upon the 
amendments that were pending. 

Mr. Wise modified his amendment at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Sprigg—and the question was taken on 
adopting the amendment—ayes 6), nays 90. 
| Agreat variety of propositions, slightly varying 
| from the original one offered by Mr. Wise, were now 
successively moved by other members and negatived 
by like majorities. Many other amendments to other 
portions of the bill were proposed, and also voted 
down. 

The previous question was finally called by*Mr, 
1m. Cost Johnsen, before taking, which the house ade 
journed. 
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CLURONICLE. | 


ALABAMA TARIFF CONVENTION. At a convention 
of the southern planters, held at Mobile Alabama, to | 
to take into consideration the besi method of improv- 
ing the cotton interests. 3 was agreed unanimously 


tha! cotton could not be afforded at Mobile at a iess 
price than eight cents a pound—that they could hope 
to send cotton to England no longer than until that 
country could supply itself from India, and that there 
was every reason to believe that the day was close 
athand. They.also agreed, by a nearly unanimous 
vote, only three voting in the negative, that the best 
way to benefit the cotton growers was to lay duties upon 
all imported manufactures, in order to secure a home | 
market, the only sure market! They also proposed 
holding a convention of all the planters of that state, 
at Tuscaloosa, for the same purpose. 
[ Lynch. Virginian. 


Armory at Harpers’ Ferry. The citizens at 
this place have protested against the military super- 
intendance substituted more than a year ago for the 
civil’superintendency and more than 200 workmen 
visited Washington city, on March 24 to lay their grie- 





vances before the proper authorities. 


ARMY MOVEMENT. The president, says the Madi- 


| the different branches in the state, ascertaining their 


nersons now receive Arkansas 


March. SVs. (Bow 
t : : - ; tr s 
Dank paper excepi at a discount of one-nall.”’ 


Arkansas. The Little Rock Gazetts of the a6th | 


: ra igen eo 
li review of the condition.ol the banks oi thai 
' 


istate which appears in tue Same paper, ovel Wie Sie" 
nature of R. C. Byrd, strongly urges the whole of | 
banks of the state to go into a state of liquida- | 

He Says ‘sit Is nod righi Lo disruise the Lrue 


condition of our barks; and i assert, without fear, of | 
successful contradiction, that not a suspended bank 
in the state is able to pay her interest and resume 
the payment of specie on her notes, or will be in the 
next five years to come, if ever. Count all their specie, 
their bills receivable, bad and doubtful debts, bank- 
ing houses, &c., and you will find, (taking all to be 
money), that the state has made nothing, or but a 
very small amount, by her banking operations. But 
deduct the bad, and half the doubtful debts, and she 
will be $150,000 minus. To arrive at this delecta- 
ble state of bank prosperity, has required four years 
only, with a specie capital to begin on of $1,500,000. 
What are our prospects for the next four years, with 
neither specie, norcredit at home nor abroad, if we 
must still bank?” 


Indiana State Bank. We understand that Mr. 
Merrill, the president of the bank, is now visiting 


situation, and preparing them for resumption. It is 


TREASURY NOTES are now at a discount, in Boston, 
of 2 per cent, in New York 4, in Baltimore 5. 


Rroor Ienanp. The constitution of the lecal con 
‘vention in this state has been rejected by the follow- 
ing-vote: 

. or. Against. 
Providence county, 2.570 5,343 
Newport "4459 916 
Kent 6 734 $33 
Bristol 6 6383 238 
Washington “ 1,181 813 

6,677 7,748 
6,677 


Majority against, 1,071 

The Providence Journal says: That the people 
were told that by voting down the proposed constitu- 
tion, the “people’s constitution” would become the 
paramount law; they will now see what truth there 
is in the predictions and promises of their leaders.— 
A majority of the people of this state over twenty- 
one years of age, and two years resident in the state, 
have rejected a constitution which provided a liberal 
extension of suffrage. It now remains to be decided 
what reforms are necessary in the present govern- 
ment, and in what way they can be best carried le- 





sonian, has directed the movement of eight hundred | said he is also taking up all the Indiana bank bills he 
infantry and of nearly four hundred dragoons to the |can find either with brokers or business men, and 


vacinity of Fort Towson on the Red River. 


This | paying for them with Kentucky or southern funds. | jt. 


gally into effect. Inthe meantime,jwe fal] back upon 
the old charter, which has carried the state safely 
‘through worse trials than those which now threaten 


The general assembly will meet in this city next 


reinforcement to the troops already in that quarter, ;It has been stated tous that our banks are paying Monday. 


will place at the disposal of General Taylor, com- 
manding the department, about two thousand men. 


| Specie now on small sums for the accommodation ot 
‘men and business, making the resumption gradual. 


New Yorx Leaistature. Mr. Cramer from the 


He has been instructed, by every means in his pow- But we can discover that their bills are retiring from Select committee on so much of the governor’s mes- 
er, to prevent the Indians from taking any part in circulation among us,and by August next, there will Sage as relates to the distribution of the proceeds of 
the contest, and from crossing the boundary between be little or nothing in circulation among us, except the public domain, has submitted to the house of re- 


us and Texas on any pretext whatever: and he is 
especially charged to afford adequate protection and 
security to the inhabitants of the frontier. It is be- 
lieved that the force under his command will be am- 
ple for these purposes, controlled as they will be by 
an officer of acknowledged ability, experience and 
discretion.” Gen. Gaines has left Washington for 
the southwestern frontier. 

The brig Charles Wirgman arrived at New Or- 
leans onthe 9th instant, from Cedar Keys, E. F. with 
the following officers and companies of the 6th regi- 
ment United States infantry, on their way to Jeffer- 
son barracks, Mo. j 

Officers. Wm. Hoffman, major 6th infantry; C. 
McCormick, assistant surgeon, United States army; 
G. Dorr, captain, 6th infantry; A. Cady, captain, 6th 
infantry; S. Hendrickson, Ist lieutenant, 6th infantry; 
J. D. Bacon, 2: lieutenant, do. F. F. Flint, 2d lieuten- 
nat, do. R. F. Ernst, bv’t. 2d lieutenant, do. Compa- 
nies A, H and K, consisting of one hundered and 
ninety-one men. 

The St. Louis Republican of the 12th instant, an- 
nounces the arrival at Jefferson barracks of three 
hundred and fifty troop, from Cedar Keys, East Flo- 
rida. They are a part of the 6th regiment of infan- 
try, who have been in service in the swamps of Flo- 
rida for four years. The following is a list of the 
officers: 

Lieut. Col. G. Loomis, commanding; James Bel- 
ger, adjutant; lieut. J. B.S. Todd, asst. com. sub.; 
captain Jacob Brown, company E.; captain J. D. 
Searight and Lieut. Gurnett, company F.; captain 
Wm. Hoffman and lieut. E. H. Fitzgerald, company 
D.; Lieuts. Monroe and Wetmore company §&; licuts. 


L. C. Easton, J. R. Emory and J. D. Nelson, com-— 


any B. Staff officers attached to the command; capt. 
. A. Ogden, assistant quarter master; T. C. Madison 


ass*t surgeon. 


BANK ITEMS. 


the Gerrard Bank 45 a 50; the other broken banks 
of that city 20 to 30. “Relief notes,” as they are 
called, that is the notes of the banks of Pennsylva- 
nia issued under contract with and founded upon the 
credit of the state, are 20 to 25 per cent, below par, 
and yet it is stated that the state goverement is still 
issuing them! 

The legislature of Virginia have passed a bill re- 
lative to resumption, by the banks, which is to take 

lace on the Ist November next. It authorises the 
tome to continue their issues of notes below five 


dollars to an amount not exceeding six per cent. of 


their capitals, until January next, but they are to be 
redeemable in specie on demand. 

North Carolina adopts the same period fixed for 
resumption. 

The Cincinnati Gazette complains that the re- 
sumption law of the state of Ohio as yet puts no 
coin in circulation. Their own notes have disap- 
peared and their currency now consists of Indiania 
notes. ‘Distress is almost universal” says the Ga- 
zette. 


| Corron. 


Notes of the United States Bank of 
Pa. are 65 per cent. discount in Philade!phia, those of 


Indiana treasury notes. | Brookville (Ia.) Amer. 


A well written article upon the subject 
of the cotton trade will be found under the national 
head in this number. 

A number of the cotton factories in and around 
Philadelphia have stopped—and others are expected 
to do so. 


| ‘The Liverpool] Albion of the 28th February, says: 
‘The sales of this week have been 23,190; the sup- 
plies, nearly wholly from the United States, 40,8c6 
bales. The large supplies of cotton pouring in, and 
the want of activity in the demand for manufactured 
| products, induce the consumers to continue a cau- 
tious policy in purchasing cotton, and we have, con- 
sequently, had a spiritless and drooping market this 
week, although the exporters have been operating 
to some extent.’’ It is not to be wondered at that 
with so little encouragement from consumers, the 
holders despond; and yet only in the low qualities of 
| American can we note any depreciation, and that is 
only to the extent of one-eighth penny per pound.” 


| March 1. This week has opened auspiciously for 
business. ‘The trade speculators and exporters have 
taken 5,000 bales, principally American descriptions, 
iat fully Friday’s rates. The market has closed firmer 
than for some days past. 

March 2. The sales amount to 3,000 bales, 2,710 
American, 43d. to 63d. 


An ELection. <A mayor to fill the vacancy occa- 





Baltimore took"place on the 31st ult. Co}. Solomon 
| Hillen, the Van Buren candidate was elected, having 
received 5,156 votes. There were two whig candi- 
dates, Col. Small received 3,190, and Gen. Leakin 
1,846 votes. Hillen’s majority over both 120; total 
number of votes 10,192, being 4,429 less than at the 
October election. 


the town of Uzarl, in Honduras was reduced to ashes. 
An extensive conflagration at Columbus, Georgia, 


ed at $100,000 was consumed; the St. Charles, New 
Orleans theatre was laid in ashes on the 13th inst. 
and the Jefferson college near that city was destroy- 


Other destructive fires occurred on the 15th and 16th 
in the 2nd and 3d municipalities of New Orleans. 


Home Leacve. 
of the Schuylkill company convened at Pottsville on 
the 14th inst. B. F. Pomeroy, presiding and adopted 
a preamble and resolutions in favor of the protective 
system. 


Marne. The legislature has adjourned sine die. 


Rep river RaFr. The steamboat S. Western, 
arrived at Fulton on the 20th, having passed through 
the raft which has hitherto interrupted the naviga- 
tion of Red River. A keel boat arrived also on 
same day with 30 families from Kentucky, bound to 
the Cross Timbers, Texas. 





sioned by the resignation of Mr. Brady, of the city of 


occurred on the night of the 15th inst. property valu- | 


ed also by fire on the 6th inst. total Joss $150,000.— | 


A large meeting of the citizens 


| presentatives a report which states that the commit- 
tee had given to the subject an anxious and careful 
consideration: and believing the distribution Jaw to 
be unjust, improper and unconstitutional, that it 
‘ought to be repealed; with a single exception, the 
committee were unanimous in its conclusions and po- 
-Sitions.”’ 
| Tne Inpian Mam. The voyage of the India 
steamer from Calcutta to Suez, with its results, is 
well deserving of some further notice. It appears 
that the time oecupied was exactly a month, stopping 
at Madras, Ceylon, Aden, and Suez; that the whole 
distance is about 4,900 miles, and that the rate of go- 
ing averaged 190 miles aday. Her stoppages on the 
route caused a loss of six days. The letters brought 
by this vessel have been delivered in London in forty 
eight days from Calcutta, which, it seems, was the 
exact time consumed in the instance of the Novem- 
ber mail from England to Calcutta in the delivery of 
the first portion of the government express, the ge- 
neral delivery being of course some days later; and 
hence it is inferred by those interested in it that the 
‘‘“comprehensive scheme,” when fully matured, will 
beat the route by way of Bombay. Whether or not 
this may prove to be the case, the experiment is 
justly a matter of great interest. 


| 
TEXAS—RETREAT OF THE Mexicans. A letter from 


'Mr. Eve, charge d’affaires of the United States to 
| Texas, dated at Galveston, March 19, to the depart- 
ment of state, announces the retreat of the Mexi- 
cans from San Antonio. Gen. Burleson the V. P. 
and Gen. Johnston, with 2,500 men were in pursuit. 
General Houston has issued a proclamation that war 
shall never cease until Mexico acknowledges the 
Texian mdependence. The actual strength of the 
invaders is unknown. 

The Hon. Asnpet Situ, charge d’affaires from 
| ‘Texas to the courts of St. James and St. Cloud, ac- 


Fires. On the 13th February the greater part of companied by Georce K. Fenton, isq. secretary of 


legation, have arrived in Baltimore, and will sail for 
England by the first opportunity. 

| The New Orleans Bee says that Mr. Spencer, son 
of the secretary of war, arrived in New Orleans on 
the 21st, with despatches for president Houston, of 
| Texas, and left the same evening in the steamship 
New York for Galveston. The Bee regards it as 
somewhat curious that Mr. Spencer applied to the 
_Mexican Consul at New Orleans for a passport to 
travel through Texas. The Bee says—the Consul 
‘refused to give him one; but countersigned his cre- 
'dentials received from the U. States government. 


VireiniaA. The legislature after a session of 119 
days and passing 224 acts besides some resolutions 
adjourned on the 26th. Before adjourning Mr. Arm- 
strong of Harrison submitted a protest in the name ol 
the western members and signed by 50 of them, 
against the action of the house on the question of re- 
apportionment. It was read and on motion of Mr. 
Yerby laid on the table. 

The banks of the state are to resume specie pay- 
j ments on the Ist November. 
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